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Naval Academy baseball player and 
Conestoga High School alumnus Stephen 
Born has been named to the Academic All-
American Team, a distinction that honors 
outstanding student athletes for their 
combined performances on the field and in 
the classroom. Born and his teammate Sean 
Trent were the first Naval Academy baseball 
players to receive the Academic All-
American title since 2005. Over the course 
of the 2016 season, Born had a .310 batting 
average, 38 RBIs and scored 41 runs. He was 
also a 2016 All-Patriot League First Team 
honoree. In the Patriot League, Born ranked 
in the top ten in hits, runs, RBIs and batting 
average. 

Born is a member of the Conestoga High 
School Class of 2014. While at Conestoga 
High School, he played varsity baseball and 
was a three-year letter winner. “While 
playing for the CHS baseball team, I was 
definitely able to hone my skills on the field, 
but most importantly I was taught the 
importance of teamwork and leadership. At 
Conestoga, we had a ton of talent, but 
ultimately we became successful by coming 
together and working toward common, 
unselfish goals,” states Born. Recognized on 
the All-Southeastern Pennsylvania First 
Team in 2014, as well as on the All-Central 
League First Team in 2013 and 2014, Born 
helped Conestoga High School reach the 
PIAA Class AAAA state finals in 2014. “My 
senior season of baseball was definitely a 
special memory. We had around 15 seniors 
on the team and were a very closely-knit 
group of guys. That year we went on to the 
state championship game. Although we 
ended up losing that game, we had a blast 
playing together throughout the season 
which ultimately allowed us to have a lot of 
success,” recalls Born.

Among other requirements to be eligible 
for the Academic All-American program, 
student athletes must maintain a minimum 
of a 3.3 cumulative GPA on a 4.0 scale. In 
reflecting back on his time at Conestoga, 
Born acknowledges that his high school 
education contributed to his current 
success. “My studies at Conestoga helped 

prepare me so much more than I could have 
ever imagined. If it had not been for 
Conestoga’s math teachers, I do not think I 
would have had the confidence in my 
abilities and an affinity towards math to 
pick a STEM major like operations research. I 
also believe Conestoga shaped the way I 
study and prepare for class and exams. The 
relatively rigorous workload in high school 
helped teach me time management, 
discipline and how to study,” states Born. 

Born is required to serve at least five 
years of active duty service after he 
graduates, either in the Navy or Marine 
Corps. “Right now I am leaning towards 
wanting to serve in the Marine Corps but I 

am also interested in being a submariner,” 
says Born. When asked what advice he has 
for current Conestoga students who aspire 
to hold the Academic All-American title 
Born states, “My advice is to work hard and 
accept nothing but excellence from 
yourself. Whether you are in the classroom 
or on the field, set your goals high and 
expect to achieve them. My thought is that 
even if you fail, you won’t look back and 
regret not giving everything you had.”

Conestoga High School Alumnus Stephen Born 
Named Academic All-American

TREDYFFRIN/EASTTOWN 
School District News

Conestoga High School Class of 2014 member 
Stephen Born was named an Academic 
All-American in baseball at the Naval Academy 
earlier this year.
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Last spring, several members of the Multicultural Club of 
Conestoga High School visited five local worship centers of different 
faiths to learn more about the religions, their origins and the 
similarities and differences between them. The centers visited were 
the African Methodist Episcopal Church, the Chabad Jewish Center, 
the Islamic Society of Greater Valley Forge, the Baptist Church in 
Great Valley, and St. Isaac Jogues Catholic Church. The students 
learned how each facility began and about the struggle their 
religions’ ancestors went through to build the centers and guard 
them over the years. 

One of the students, Elena Lee, an 11th grader, described the 
experience, “It was great that we had such an opportunity to learn 
about and experience so many different cultures and religions and it 
was a perfect field trip for us since we belong to the Multicultural 
Club.”  Another student, Stefanny Urbina Rivera, also commented, 
“The feeling is hard to explain, I try to find the answer to why can’t 
we all just get along. As we visited each center, everyone was united 
in appreciating the centers no matter the race, color or religion, and 
we all respected each other. Through this field trip I realized that 
learning about a religion is a way to learn about its culture and that’s 
what I love about the trip”. 

The knowledge that club members gained through this 
experience was different from what they learn through books and 
media. The field trip helped the Conestoga High School Multicultural 
Club members better understand the background of their peers and 
better appreciate the beauty of every religion.

Conestoga High School Multicultural Club 
Members Explore Local Religious Centers
By Conestoga High School student Karaiman Feroz

Members of the 
Conestoga High School 
Multicultural Club visited 
local religious centers to 
learn more about the 
cultures and religions of 
their peers.

The Tredyffrin/Easttown School Board’s Petition to Realign 
Regional Election Districts was approved by the Court of 
Common Pleas of Chester County on August 1, 2016. The new 
school board regional election districts will take effect in 2017. 
Earlier this spring, the T/E School Board authorized the filing of 

the Petition to realign the election districts 
in the T/E School District to address 

changes in population that have 
resulted in disparity among the 
currently structured School Board 

voting regions. 
In September 2015, the 

School Board established an 
Ad Hoc School Board 

Region 

Reapportionment Committee to study the District’s current 
voting regions for School Board elections. With community 
input, the Committee studied the District’s three voting regions 
by reviewing census and election board figures; identifying 
criteria for a new plan; and developing proposed plans. In April, 
the Committee recommended a new voting region plan to the 
full School Board. “The plan will realign the District’s voting 
regions in a way that balances the population numbers among 
the regions. The process of studying the regions and 
developing a new plan was a collaborative effort between the 
Board and the community,” states School Board President and 
School Board Region Reapportionment Committee Chair Doug 
Carlson.

Chester County will notify voters of the new regional election 
districts. A rough map of the new regions can be found on the 
T/E School District website, www.tesd.net, under Quick Links on 
the left side of the home page and then School Board Region 
Reapportionment Study Information.

County Approves School Board Petition  
to Realign Regional Election Districts

Tred
yffrin

/Eastto
w

n
TR

ED
Y

FFR
IN

/EA
ST

TO
W

N
 S

C
H

O
O

L D
IS

T
R

IC
T

 N
E

W
S

22  Tredyffrin-Easttown Tredyffrin-Easttown  |  Winter 2016  |  icmags.com   23



T/E School District administrators from all 
schools explored robotics and coding and 
learned about Design Thinking during their 
summer administrative workshop. School 
principals, directors, curriculum supervisors 
and other administrators were introduced 
to robots Dash & Dot, Sphero and Blue Bot 
and programmed them to make music, talk, 
roll across the floor, turn and jump. 
“Computers and robotics are becoming 
more and more common in the daily lives of 
our students. Learning more about how 
these tools can be used to enhance our 
instruction enables us to design lessons 
that better meet the needs of all of our 
students. Like Design Thinking, using the 
tools of coding and robotics rewards effort, 
collaboration and grit. It also helps develop 
content knowledge and systems thinking”, 
explained Curriculum Supervisor Nancy 
Adams, who led the robotics and coding 
workshop. Beaumont Elementary School 
principal Stephanie Demming reflected, 
“The workshop provided an excellent 
hands-on opportunity to see how the 
robots and coding activities support many 
areas of our curriculum while teaching 
coding skills.” Building principals also 
discussed how their teachers are designing 
lessons that incorporate the use of robotics 
and coding and experienced the playful 
and engaging exercise of programming 
robots to perform simple tasks. Valley Forge 
Elementary School principal Becky Wills 
stated, “Coding can be an abstract concept. 
The Dash & Dot robots help our youngest 
students learn this skill quickly by seeing it 
in action. Using the robots spark a lot of 
creativity, encourage collaboration and help 
students acquire problem-solving skills.”

Administrators also participated in a 
90-minute introduction to Design Thinking 
during their summer workshop time. Design 
Thinking is a mindset that uses an 
intentional process to study problems and 
create relevant and positive solutions. It is 
human-centered, beginning from deep 
empathy and understanding of the needs 
and motivations of people. It is also 
collaborative, optimistic and experimental. 
David Kelley, CEO of IDEO and developer of 
Stanford’s Design Thinking program, 
identifies five elements of the design 
process: discovery, interpretation, ideation, 
experimentation and evolution. 

Design Thinking can be used to create 
new and innovative ideas when 

approaching any type of challenge. In 
education, challenges often center around 
curriculum, spaces, processes, tools and 
systems. Adams explains, “Design Thinking, 
currently popular as a business model, has 
many positive uses in the K-12 curriculum. It 
maintains a focus on the user, in this case 

our students, and the creation of great 
lessons and tangible experiences for those 
students. At the same time, teachers can 
find themselves energized and excited by 
Design Thinking’s focus on creating and risk 
taking, for themselves and for their 
classrooms.”

T/E School District Administrators Turn into 
Students at Workshops

Valley Forge and Beaumont Elementary School Principals Becky Wills and Stephanie Demming join 
Director of Instructional Technology Mike Szymendera in programming robots used in elementary 
school classrooms.

Conestoga High School Assistant Principal Anthony DiLella and Curriculum Supervisor Nancy 
Adams program the Sphero robot with mobile devices.
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This fall marks the exciting beginning of 
the AP Capstone Program at Conestoga 
High School. The program includes a two-
course sequence: AP Seminar and AP 
Research. Conestoga will offer the AP 
Seminar course this year and the AP 
Research course will be introduced during 
the 2017-2018 school year. The AP Capstone 
Program complements the in-depth, 
subject-specific rigor of the traditional 
Advanced Placement courses by offering 
students opportunities to develop research, 
collaboration and communication skills. 
Students who score well in four subject area 
AP Courses and in the new AP Seminar and 
Research courses will earn the College 
Board’s Capstone diploma. Conestoga 
Principal Dr. Amy Meisinger states, “We are 
thrilled to have been selected to participate 
in the AP Capstone Program and provide 
our students with additional opportunities 
to develop important skills in an innovative 
way.” 

This year, eligible Conestoga students 
may take AP Seminar, a dynamic, 
discussion-based course in which students 
will begin deconstructing topics across a 
variety subject areas. Students will explore 
complex questions and opposing 
viewpoints on pressing, relevant, academic 

and real-world issues. The course also 
focuses on crafting research questions, 
developing research skills and promoting 
teamwork, which are necessary for students 
as they work toward their final individual 
and team projects, both of which include 
papers and formal presentations. The 
subsequent AP Research course will allow 
students to design, plan and conduct a 
yearlong investigation on a topic of their 
choice. Students will build on the skills 
learned in the AP Seminar course by using 
research methodology; employing ethical 
research practices; and accessing, analyzing 
and synthesizing information to present an 
argument. At the end of the course, 
students present and defend their own 
scholarly academic research. 

Last summer, Social Studies teacher John 
Koenig and English teacher Tricia Ebarvia 
attended a conference to prepare them to 
teach the AP Capstone Program. “It’s great 
that the College Board has seen the need 
for this type of course, and even greater 
that Conestoga has decided to offer it,” says 
Koenig. The course emphasizes looking at 
topics from multi-disciplinary perspectives, 
drawing upon students’ experiences across 
all subjects - English, Science, Politics, World 
Languages, the Arts, History, Philosophy, 

and Math. He explains, “AP Seminar is 
designed to consider overlapping 
connections across disciplines and the 
unifying problems, questions and solutions 
that each discipline contributes to 
knowledge. AP Research will then take 
students’ skills and interests to the next 
level.” 

As an English teacher, Ebarvia is excited 
about the ways in which the new courses 
will emphasize writing across the 
curriculum. She explains, “Too often, 
students see writing as a skill that most 
applies in their English classes. Yet we know 
that all professions, regardless of whether 
or not you have an English degree, require 
that we be able to communicate our ideas 
with clarity and grace.” Ebarvia is especially 
excited to be part of something from the 
ground up, and she looks forward to seeing 
where the AP Capstone Program goes and 
where our students take it. “We have 
incredibly talented and curious students 
here in T/E,” Ebarvia adds. “I think this 
program is a perfect fit for our students and 
community.” 

AP Capstone Program Now Being Offered at 
Conestoga High School

Conestoga High School teacher John Koenig 
leads an AP Seminar course. The AP Seminar 
course is part of a new AP Capstone Program 
being offered at Conestoga High School.
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Bee-ing a Hillside Bee
The halls of Hillside Elementary School were buzzing with excitement on June 10th for the third 

installment of “Dancin’ with the Honeybees”, as part of the school’s cultural arts program.
Over 100 third grade students and faculty members swarmed to the large group room for an 

interactive demonstration by Cliff “The Bee Man” Sunflower. Connected to third grade’s plant life 
science curriculum, the Bee Man highlighted in detail how every individual job is important and 
contributes to the success of the colony as a whole. This included but was not limited to the roles of 
nurse bees, worker bees, drone bees and of course the Queen bee. The Bee Man also described the 
different life stages of the highly productive insects, touching on larva, pupae and adult phases. 

The room was transformed into a larger-than-life beehive. Of course, every student had an assigned 
seat, but the seats were only needed for a short time as The Bee Man designated specific jobs for 
every member of the audience, sending them to each corner of the “hive” to help demonstrate the 
organized system. The most enlightening portion of the session was when the audience 
demonstrated how this seemingly miniature civilization effects our ecosystem in a grand fashion. 

After the hive had settled from the earlier demonstration, each class separated to attend a more 
focused workshop. In these smaller groups, parents and faculty members assisted as the students 
observed real bee colonies, made their own wax candles and viewed the world through the eyes of an 
insect. Throughout the day, the students asked great questions and The Bee Man engaged the class 
with thoughtful discussion. 

The day culminated with the smaller groups creating their own plans to help protect the 
environment. Students expressed their ideas through poems, posters, songs and presentations. 

The day left all participants intrigued, involved and inspired. The Bee Man and his exhibition made 
for a lasting discussion for days to come!

Conestoga High 
School Ranked 36th 
in America and 1st 
in Pennsylvania by 
Newsweek Magazine

Conestoga High School received recognition from 
Newsweek magazine’s ranking of “America’s Top High 
Schools”. Conestoga High School ranked number 36 
nationally and was the top ranked school in Pennsylvania.

According to Newsweek, schools across the country were 
assessed based on a broad range of data to determine which 
institutions do the best job of preparing students for college. 
The rankings were developed using a methodology that 
included proficiency rates on standardized state-level math 
and reading/language arts assessments and college-
readiness data. A weighted College Readiness Index was 
developed based on six factors:

• College Enrollment Rate 
• Graduation Rate 
• Weighted AP/Dual Enrollment composite 
• Weighted SAT/ACT composite 
• Student Retention, to control for dropout rates 
• Counselor-to-Student Ratio

Hillside Elementary School 
students participated in an 
engaging program called, 
“Dancin’ with the Honeybees” as 
part of the school’s cultural arts 
program.

Conestoga High School was ranked number one  
in Pennsylvania and number 36 in the nation in  

Newsweek’s list of “America’s Top High Schools”.
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Beaumont Elementary School 
Community Raises over 
$10,000 to Support Families 
facing Pediatric Cancer 

In May, the Beaumont community, including students, staff members and parents, 
participated in a MiniTHON to benefit Four Diamonds, a non-profit organization affiliated 
with Penn State Children’s Hospital. According to their website, “Each year, Four 
Diamonds provides direct support to approximately 600 children with cancer – 100 who 
are newly diagnosed and 500 who are continuing their fight. Four Diamonds Mini-THONs 
are fun-filled events for students of all ages that inspire teamwork, leadership and 
creativity, while empowering young people through philanthropy and service in the 
fight to conquer childhood cancer.” Beaumont’s MiniTHON was modeled after the Penn 
State IFC/Panhellenic Dance Marathon (THON) and was held to raise awareness and 
funds for pediatric cancer research. 

A representative from Four Diamonds joined school leaders in introducing the 
MiniTHON and was involved in the activities and excitement that would follow over the 
next few weeks. The experience became more relevant for the Beaumont community 
when a few students wrote and read a story about one of their schoolmates who was 
fighting his own battle with cancer.

Over the next couple of weeks, students participated in activities designed to raise 
funds. The school’s “Helping Hands for Heroes” coin drive was one such activity where 
students were tasked with performing good deeds in order to earn coins to donate to 

the cause. Coins were also collected on the 
day of the MiniTHON as students could place 
one final donation into one of three “Last 
Dance” jars as a way of voting for the last 
song to be played at the dance. Handel’s 
Homemade Ice Cream & Yogurt helped 
students raise money by sponsoring a spirit 
night where students could bring their 
families and have a portion of their purchase 
donated to the MiniTHON cause. There was 
even a special ice cream flavor inspired by the 
favorite superhero of the Beaumont student 
battling cancer. Additional donations were 
also accepted by all who wished to give.

On the day of the MiniTHON, each grade 
had an hour to dance as a class in the school 
cafeteria. Each classroom took turns and led 
the students in three dances that they had 
practiced previously in physical education 
class. Since the cafeteria was transformed 
into “Club Bumpin’ Bears” for the MiniTHON, 
students gathered outside for a large picnic 
to eat lunch and reflect on the events of the 
day. The picnic lunch concluded with more 
dancing with parent visitors and volunteers 
joining in. At the end of the day just before 

dismissal, everyone danced to one final song as selected by the “Last Dance” vote earlier in the day.
Overall, the experience was a huge success for the Beaumont school community, both philanthropically and educationally. 

Students learned about the difficulties that families face when a member is fighting cancer. They also learned ways in which they 
can help to make the experience more manageable for these families. After all donations were accepted and tallied, the Beaumont 
school community more than doubled its original goal by collecting over $10,000 to support families facing pediatric cancer. 
Principal Dr. Stephanie Demming and the entire school community were thrilled with the results of the event. “Beaumont students, 
staff, and families exemplified amazing effort, team spirit and empathy during the MiniTHON activities to support this cause. From 
collecting coins to designing t-shirts to dancing at recess, there were so many ways for the students to be actively involved and feel 
like they made a difference,” stated Demming.

Beaumont Elementary School students participated in a MiniTHON to support Four Diamonds, a 
non-profit organization that provides direct support to children with cancer. The school community 
raised over $10,000 to support families facing pediatric cancer.

Tred
yffrin

/Eastto
w

n
TR

ED
Y

FFR
IN

/EA
ST

TO
W

N
 S

C
H

O
O

L D
IS

T
R

IC
T

 N
E

W
S

26  Tredyffrin-Easttown Tredyffrin-Easttown  |  Winter 2016  |  icmags.com   27



T/E Middle School offers a wide array 
of clubs for students to join. All of these 
activities provide students with an 
opportunity to develop positive 
interests and activities, and serve the 
school and the community. Some clubs 
support the school’s academic 
programming, while others offer a place 
where kids with common interests can 
meet and just have fun. Last school year, 
several clubs even had strong showings 
in regional and state competitions. The 
Mathcounts Club, sponsored by Mrs. Lisa 
Stehouwer and Mrs. Jacqueline Patek, 
meets Tuesdays and Thursdays during 
lunch and activity periods. During this 
time, students work on problem-solving 
strategies and math skills. In December, 
an annual competition is held to 
determine the 10 students who will 
compete and represent T/E Middle 
School in the state competition in 
March. The 7th and 8th grade team had 
a banner year, placing first in the 
Pennsylvania state competition. The team also attended the Lower 
Merion Invitational Math Tournament where they earned the top 
written score. 

Another club that made headlines for T/E Middle was the Junior 
Model U.N. club, sponsored by Mr. Bill Bryant and Ms. Muna 
Elshakhs. This club gives 6th, 7th and 8th grade students an 
opportunity to learn about international relations and global issues 
while teaching skills in researching, writing, public speaking and 
diplomacy. Last year, club members had the opportunity to meet 
students from other schools during three conferences. In May, TEMS 
students met at Temple’s Business School for their final conference. 
At this event, the presiding committee chairs mentioned how 
impressed they were with the level of questioning, discourse, 
diplomacy and parliamentary procedure of the T/E students, 
remarking that they were working at a level well above that of 
middle school. Ms. Elshakhs and Mr. Bryant noticed that each time 
they visited a different committee during the conference, TEMS 
students were, “taking leadership roles and representing TEMS 
well.”  T/E Middle School students won several awards including 
Outstanding Position Paper and Outstanding Delegation. 

The Science Olympiad Club also made a strong showing at their 
state competition. This after-school club is dedicated to increasing 
students’ interests in science, improving scientific reasoning and 
developing thought process through labs, tests and building 
activities. In April, the TEMS Science Olympiad Team attended the 
state competition at Juniata College. The team placed 9th overall in 
the state and medaled in six events. This is the highest a TESD 
middle school team has ever placed. Participant Matt Xu 
commented, “We were really proud of our achievements. We 
worked really well as a team.” Club sponsors Mrs. Sally Leathersich 
and Mr. Ryan Roberts agreed, “These students were determined 
and dedicated and their hard work was evident.” 

Knowledge Bowl is an academic competition open to 7th and 
8th grade students who enjoy Jeopardy-style trivia. Each spring, 
students try out and practice during activity periods with 8th grade 
social studies teachers Mrs. Becca Ferenchick and Mr. Paul Ferris. 
Last school year, T/E Middle School fielded two strong teams to 
compete in the Chester County Knowledge Bowl tournament in 
May. The teams competed in 4 rounds of trivia and, at the end of 
the day, placed 2nd and 6th out of over 33 teams. Eighth grader 
Tiffany He reflected, “It was really fun, but also a learning 
experience. The team built strong connections which I really 
enjoyed.” 

The TEMS Music Department led by Mrs. Christine Gyza, Mr. 
Michael Stefano, and Mr. Bill Seaton offers a variety of music 
opportunities for students including band, orchestra, chorus, 
cantabile and jazz band among others. In addition to annual 
performances, these groups also attend a regional music 
competition each spring at Kutztown University called Music in the 
Parks. T/E Middle School’s music groups performed very well at the 
competition last spring.  Concert Band was awarded a superior 
rating, first place and the overall concert band award of the day. 
Jazz Ensemble was awarded a superior rating, first place and the 
overall jazz ensemble award of the day. Cantabile was awarded a 
superior rating, first place and the overall mixed chorus award of 
the day. Finally, Jazz Band was awarded an excellent rating and 
second place, behind the school’s own Jazz Ensemble.

In addition to these organizations, TEMS offers many other clubs 
for students including After School Sports, Buddy Games, Reading 
Olympics, Writing Club, Yearbook and many others. So whether a 
TEMS student has an interest in volunteering, meeting new friends, 
promoting awareness of an issue or just gaining more exposure to 
real life experiences in subjects, a wide variety of extra-curricular 
activities are offered.

T/E Middle School Clubs Offer  
a Great Way to Get Involved

Below photo: Many of T/E Middle School’s clubs had 
strong showings at regional and state competitions 
last year. The school’s two Knowledge Bowl teams 
competed in 4 rounds of trivia and placed 2nd and 
6th out of over 33 teams in the Chester County 
Knowledge Bowl last spring.

Tr
ed

yf
fr

in
/E

as
tt

o
w

n
TR

ED
Y

FF
R

IN
/E

A
ST

TO
W

N
 S

C
H

O
O

L 
D

IS
T

R
IC

T
 N

E
W

S

28  Tredyffrin-Easttown



Conestoga 
English Teacher 
Chosen as 
Heinemann 
Fellow

Conestoga High School English teacher 
Tricia Ebarvia has been named a 2016 
Heinemann Fellow. Heinemann, a 
division of the Houghton Mifflin Harcourt 
publishing company, selected 11 
educators who share the goal of 
advancing the teaching profession. 
Chosen from 130 candidates, Ebarvia 
joins this small group of educators who 
will use their two-year fellowships to 
engage in individual research projects 
that address challenges faced by schools 
across the country. These research 
projects will be enhanced through the 
fellows’ personal experiences as teachers 
and will be shared with school districts 
and educators nationwide. In a release, 
Heinemann states, “The 2016 Heinemann 
Fellows represent some of the nation’s 
strongest educators and will conduct 
research to help effect real change in the 
teaching community. These educators are 
a diverse group of teachers, coaches and 
administrators who represent a range of 
grade levels, content areas and 
backgrounds and share a collective 
interest to learn from one another, a 
desire to share what they know, and the 
potential to impact the teaching 
profession.”

The Devon Elementary  
School Big Top

In May, Devon Elementary School transformed itself into a Big 
Top for the Circus Arts. Under the tutelage of artists from the 
Philadelphia School of the Circus Arts, students were introduced 
to a variety of circus skills. Students juggled, balanced plates, 
performed acrobatics, twirled diablos and walked on stilts. 
Students had a wonderful time while also learning about the 
hard work, resilience and practice that is necessary for a circus 
to successfully perform. 

Devon’s Circus Week took place as part of the Devon PTO’s 
Cultural Arts Program. Each year, an Arts Express Week is 
planned and facilitated to give all students an experience in the 
Arts. The theme rotates so that over the course of five years, all 
students can participate in a variety of artistic experiences. In 
addition to the circus arts, Arts Express Week has involved 
students in programs related to dance, theater, film and the fine 
arts. While students in grade K-3 experience workshops with the 
artists, fourth graders enjoy a true immersion that culminates 
with a performance before their parents and classmates.

For Devon, this artistry in residence program provides a 
unique opportunity for students to meet, learn and perform 
with artists in a variety of fields. The full-week experience is an 
important part of the robust Cultural Arts Program provided to 
Devon students by its PTO. Over the course of the year, parent 
volunteers dedicate time to fundraise, locate performers, 
volunteer and collaborate with the school to schedule an array 
of performances that expose all Devon students to range of 
artistic styles and conventions. Arts Express Week is the 
capstone of this program and brings together countless 
members of the community in a shared experience that 
promotes the Arts.

Conestoga High School English teacher Tricia 
Ebarvia was selected as a 2016 Heinemann 
Fellow. She will use her fellowship to conduct 
research projects on challenges facing school 
districts across the country.

Devon Elementary School students learned about circus arts during the 
school’s annual Arts Express Week.
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Inspired Giving at New 
Eagle Elementary School

Students in Room 116 at New Eagle Elementary School are encouraged to be 
considerate to others from the moment they enter the classroom. Mrs. Beth 
Adams, who has been teaching first grade in Room 116 for 25 years, was inspired 
by Oprah Winfrey’s Big Give initiative, which focuses on giving back and helping 
others. Mrs. Adams wondered what children would do if given the same 
opportunity to create something or improve someone else’s life so she created 
Room 116’s Big Give project.

New Eagle’s PTO (Parent Teacher Organization) provides the opportunity for 
Mrs. Adams and her students to discover what they can do to share and 
experience acts of kindness through the school’s Golden Apple Grant program. 

New Eagle Elementary 
School teachers may 
submit a request for a 
Golden Apple Grant for 
specific amount of 
money to be used in 
the teacher’s classroom 
to aid the students. The 
PTO’s support has been 
critical to the success of 
Room 116’s Big Give for 
six years.

Room 116’s Big Give 
begins with the book, 
Ordinary Mary’s 
Extraordinary Deed by 
Emily Pearson (© 2002) 
which illustrates how 

every person can change the world in even the smallest of ways. Each year, Mrs. 
Adams reads the story to her class and introduces the project. Students have the 
option to participate and to choose something they are passionate about in 
order to help others. Each child who wants to take part is given $10 and a few 
basic guidelines: they cannot spend it on themselves or spend the money in any 
way that will benefit themselves. The money must help others.

Since the project’s inception, the benefit to both the children in the classroom 
and to the recipient of the Big Give project has been significant. Monetary 
donations as well as donated items have been shared with a variety of 
organizations. Coats, animal care supplies, toys, games and food have been 
collected by students to help others in need. Lemonade stands, bake sales, 
participation in races, handmade note cards and birdseed ornaments are a few 
examples of students’ ideas to raise money and purchase items to give to others. 
Local organizations such as FLITE, T&E Cares, Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia, 
Bryn Mawr NICU and the local SPCA have benefited from the students’ efforts. 
National and international organizations including Special Olympics, St. Jude’s 
Children’s Hospital, Operation Smile, World Wildlife Fund and schools in Haiti and 
African countries have also received donations that began with ten dollars and 
subsequently grew through the commitment of Room 116’s first grade students. 
Mrs. Adams reflects, “During the past six years, my students have raised over 
$23,000, but what has been most important to me is helping the children 
understand that you don’t need to have a lot of money to make someone smile 
or change their life. Each year the children’s creativity and passion they bring to 
their projects is inspiring! They always exceed my expectations! The children are 
amazed, and so am I, about how they can make their $10 grow into so much 
more. The best part is when students who are in 2nd, 3rd or 4th grade stop by my 
room to tell me about a Big Give project they completed on their own. Our motto 
is, ‘Smile…It’s contagious!’ What can you do to make someone smile today?”

New Eagle Elementary School’s PTO Golden Apple Grant 
has supplied funds for a variety of classroom initiatives, 
including Room 116’s Big Give.

Valley Forge Middle 
School Writing 
Seminar Inspires 
Young Writers

Valley Forge Middle School is devoted to 
creating and inspiring its students to be writers.  
Students in Mrs. Dawn Settle’s 8th grade writing 
seminar produce an annual literary magazine 
called The Spark. The magazine features original 
stories and poems, as well as non-fiction 
editorials, travel articles and memoirs.  

“Bringing the Spark of Your Imagination to Life” 
is the motto found on the back cover of the 
publication. The articles and written pieces found 
inside the pages are thought-provoking and 
informative. The artwork paired with the writing is 
carefully chosen. A sampling of titles and genres 
included in last year’s magazine reflect the variety 
and depth in each issue.
• Non-fiction – Women’s World Cup 2015; Fly 

Fishing Instructional; A Night That Won’t Be 
Forgotten (Paris terrorist attack)

• Editorials – Drivers vs. The Car, Why Self-Driving 
Cars Aren’t the Solution to All of Our Problems; 
Presidential Campaigns vs. Poverty

• Spotlight – Lindsey Sterling, Kid President
• Memoir – Sink or Sail
• Short Story – Epidemic; Interrogation; Far From 

Sweet
• Poetry – The Ghost;Who We Are; The Pond
• Travel – An Invitation to India; Alaska: Where 

Humans meet Nature
“The Spark magazine reflects the work of 

students and their growth as writers made 
possible through their dedication to their craft 
and the continued support of their teachers at 
Valley Forge Middle School. This publication is a 
treasured keepsake as it highlights students’ 
interests and opinions on topics they are 
passionate about, community happenings, and 
some of the pressing global issues that emerged 
over the course of the 2015-2016 school year,” 
states Mrs. Settle.         
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Thirty-Three Conestoga 
High School Seniors 
Recognized as National 
Merit Semifinalists 

Thirty-three Conestoga High School seniors have been 
recognized for their achievements as National Merit 
Semifinalists. This recognition is based on their performance on 
the Preliminary SAT/National Merit Semifinalist Qualifying test 
(PSAT/NMSQT).

Nationwide there are approximately 16,000 semifinalists in 
the annual National Merit Corporation Scholarship Program. 
These students represent less than one percent of United States 
high school seniors. In addition to Conestoga’s Semifinalists, 
thirty-nine seniors were recognized as National Merit 
Commended students and three students were named National 
Hispanic Scholars. Commended students represent the top four 
percent of students nationwide and the National Hispanic 
Scholars are among the top PSAT test takers of Hispanic 
descent.

The Semifinalists will now go on to compete for finalist status 
and possible scholarship opportunities. All of Conestoga’s 
National Merit Semifinalists, National Merit Commended 
Students and National Hispanic Scholars and their families are 
invited to a reception hosted by Dr. Meisinger at Conestoga in 
October. Congratulations to all recognized students and best of 
luck to the Semifinalists as they continue their journey for final 
recognition.

The thirty-three Conestoga High School Semifinalists

Conestoga High School leads Pennsylvania with thirty-three National Merit 
Semifinalists this year.

Maxwell Amsterdam
Thomas Auslander
Nina Bernick
Vikas Chelur
David Chen
Matthew Chodaczek
Jingyuan Cui
Isadora Fan
Michael Fan
Orion Forowycz
Roxanna Fouladi

Conor Gourley
Peibo Guo
Lauren Harris
Norman Holloway
Akanksha Kalasabail
Zachary Kathol
Alexander Kay
David Lavecchia
Austina Lin
Patrick Liu
Yuanning Ma

Cissy Ming
Venkata Saladi
Nathan Shreve
Alison Tatsuoka
Jason Tu
Jason Vassiliou
Frank Wang
Eric Wei
Jonathan Xu
Richard Xu
Junyi Zhu

Valley Forge Elementary 
School Fourth Graders 
Participate in Career Day

Last May, Valley Forge Elementary held a Career Day assembly 
for fourth grade students. To prepare for this event, Carolyn 
Swetkowski, VFES School Counselor, invited all fourth grade 
students to a special session to discuss the relevance of thinking 
about a career at this point in their lives. She raised questions 
such as: 
• Why are we talking about careers in fourth grade? 
• What do you want to do when you grow up? 
• Why is school important?
• How does thinking about work habits relate to success in life?

Mrs. Swetkowski encouraged students to start learning about 
careers and thinking about what type of work might be a good 
fit for them. Students learned about the importance of 
considering their strengths and interests and how exploring 
different potential careers will influence their focus as they move 
forward in school. Students participated in group discussions 
about future course selection and study habits.

In preparation for Career Day, students picked their top five 
career choices from a list of presenters. Later, students received a 
“Career Day Passport” that included the three career sessions 
they were scheduled to attend. Students attended each session 
and came prepared with a series of questions for each of the 
presenters.

The list of occupations/presenters that students could choose 
from included a judge, stockbroker, doctor of transfusion 
medicine, engineer, veterinarian, special education teacher, state 
trooper, fashion buyer, pediatric nurse, software salesperson and 
chef. On the day of the event, presenters shared information 
about training and education, current employment and position, 
what a typical day looks like, necessary skills for success and 
other relevant and interesting information. Presenters provided 
information through PowerPoint presentations, visual aids and 
hands-on materials to help students gain a real-world 
perspective of the job.

Mrs. Swetkowski noted, “Career Day is an amazing opportunity 
for our fourth graders to explore different professions at a very 
young age. The goal of the experience is for the students to walk 
away with a better understanding of different professions, not to 
have students select a career. It is a great way to connect our 
students with local community members and get them excited 
about their future!”

All agreed the event was an overwhelming success!

Stockbroker Gene Peroni, Fashion Buyer Alison McElroy and 
VFES Guidance Counselor Carolyn Swetkowski with VFES 
students Isaiah Small and Charlotte McGarrity during the school’s 
Career Day.
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