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Mark the Date  

Monday, Nov. 21, 2011  

• No Kindergarten,      

Half Day Grades 1-4 , 

Parent/Teacher Conf.  

Tuesday, Nov. 22, 2011  

• No Kindergarten,      

Half Day Grades 1-4 , 

Parent/Teacher Conf. 

November 23– 25, 2011  

• No School  

Monday, Nov. 28, 2011  

No School -  Conference day 

Please Note 

The Devon Winter Concert 

date has been changed to 

Tuesday, December 13th       

9:15 a.m. and 2:30 p.m. 

Wow!  It is has been a busy few weeks at Devon.  The Halloween parade was a lot of 

fun with many creative costumes.  Mr. Smondrowski’s fourth grade class completed 

their “Trick or Treating for UNICEF” service project.  This is only the first of several 

fourth grade service projects this year.  The “Dragon Tales” book fair had students ex-

cited about books.  There were many fabulous titles – something for everyone!  While 

each class had their own time to visit the book fair, fourth graders also took their kin-

dergarten buddies to help them create a list of interesting books.  In addition to the 

classroom learning, children have been experiencing some fantastic school assemblies as 

part of the cultural arts program.  Students laughed along with artist Mark Kistler as he 

taught them to draw in 3-D while the third graders were all “a buzz” with a visit from 

the Bee Man.      

It is hard to believe that Thanksgiving is only a few days away.  Thanksgiving has always 

been one of my favorite holidays and not only because of the delicious meal.  I like 

Thanksgiving because it is a time to spend with family with no pressure of buying gifts.  

Thanksgiving is an opportunity to take time out our busy schedules and appreciate 

those around us, an opportunity to spend time together, eating, watching football, 

jumping in a leaf pile; however you choose to spend the day.   

With that said, I encourage you to give thanks for our school.  Devon is a wonderful 

community of learners.  Devon’s teachers and staff work hard each day and come to 

school with an incredible amount of enthusiasm and creativity.  By now you should 

have received in the mail information about Devon’s annual giving fund.  This is an 

opportunity for you to make a tax deductible monetary contribution to the school.  All 

money from this fund will go right back to Devon students. 

The PTO takes a break during the month of December but we will be back in January 

with more exciting activities – Camp Fair, pizza bingo, cultural arts programs. 

Happy Thanksgiving! 

Tricia Jennings 
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Important Phone Numbers 

School Office  610-240-1450 

Attendance  610-240-1465 

Emergency Closing   610-240-1970 

School District     www.tesd.net 

PTO            www.devonpto.org 

Devon Elementary PTO Board 2011/2012 

 President Tricia Jennings  

 Vice President Amy Susanin 

 Recording Secretary Lauren Forman   

 Treasurer  Margaret Ruschmann  

      Asst Treasurer  Cindy Krapels  

 2nd Vice Presidents: 

 ~Cultural Arts       Chrissy Bennet/Sarah Keyes   

          ~Fundraising         Cecilia Cooleen/Georgeann Bernabeo                    
 ~Social Functions  Tricia Petrane/Kelly Walker                              
 ~Issues, Affairs                                                                                        
         and Programs   Carli Younce                            
 ~School Services     Lori Piccone  

   Member at Large          Audrey Kese     
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To The Following Volunteers and Their Committees: 

A Big Thank You to… 

• Kristan Burgess, Gina DeFlavia & Chris Kovan for organizing another successful book fair. 

• Chrissy Bennett & Sarah Keyes for scheduling all of the wonderful cultural arts assemblies and for being                          

Devon’s DELTA representatives. 

• Stephanie Thibault for kicking off Devon’s first Halloween Candy Drive. 

• Suzanne Kinkel & Erika Yablonovitz for their dedication to Devon’s own publishing center. 

• Ronya Hopkins for representing Devon at Interschool Council meetings. 

• Tracey King for her work as Devon’s Diversity Committee representative. 

• Lauren Baran for serving as Devon’s ARCH representative. 

• Ashley Smith for scheduling volunteers for picture re-take day. 

• Kathy Meaney for her tireless efforts organizing the Devon Dispatch. 

Information about the Tredyffrin Township Winter Rec program is available on the     
T/e-Bulletin Board.  For Boys and Girls k through 6th Grade  

 http://www.tesd.net/cms/lib/PA01001259/Centricity/ModuleInstance/3383/winterrec.pdf 
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From the ‘Green Corner’… 
 

Recycle your CFL bulbs  

Though CFL bulbs last longer than traditional incandescent bulbs, they do not last forever.  CFL bulbs    

contain mercury so they need to be disposed of properly.  Used CFL bulbs can be recycled at the Paoli 

Hardware, the Home Depot in King of Prussia & the True Value in Newtown Square. Use 

www.recycleabulb.com to find a recycler near you! 

Also be careful if the bulbs ever break in your home.  Reference the EPA  

website for a safe procedure for cleaning up after a broken bulb. 

http://www.epa.gov/cfl/cflcleanup.html  

 

Have a question, idea or suggestion? Please e-mail Heather at globularclusters@yahoo.com – 

thank you!  

                     
Social Functions  Tricia Petrane/Kelly Walker                              
Issues, Affairs                                                                                        

Chester County Library            

Online Language Programs 

The Chester County Library has recently 

partnered with Mango Languages to pro-

vide an on-line learning language learning 

opportunity for anyone who holds a library 

card. Mango is an online language-learning     

system that can help you learn languages 

like Spanish, French, Japanese, Brazilian 

Portuguese, German, Mandarin Chinese, 

Greek, Italian, Russian and more. Students 

and family members may use Mango to 

learn a new language. Mango may also be 

useful in practicing the language that a     

student is already studying. To access 

Mango,    simply go to the Chester County 

Library website, http://www.ccls.org/, and 

click on the Mango tab on the homepage. 

Use your  library card to set up your account 

and then get started. 

 

Flite  

Staff Tributes 

 

Are you trying to think of an extra special end of year 

gift? 

Do you want to honor a teacher, counselor or school 

nurse who helped your child in a special way? 

Think about the individuals who inspire your children 

to learn or who provide encouragement when your 

child struggled with a difficult subject. 

 

With a Staff Tribute, you can recognize these special 

individuals by making a tax-deductible donation to 

FLITE. 

 

If interested, please see attached donation form on 

page 9 of the Dispatch.   

 

Any questions?  Please contact Tina Verrelli, Devon 

Elementary Flite Representative: 
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We are excited to let you know that LingoKids will offer a 10-week foreign language program 

again this spring. 

LingoKids will offer classes for grades 1-4 in Spanish, French, Mandarin and German in a fun, 

convenient and affordable way. For more information about the program please visit 

www.lingokidslearning.com. 

Classes will be scheduled after school, from 3:30 pm – 4:30 pm, on Thursdays and will run for 

10 weeks from January 12 – March 22. The cost for the program will be $150 per session and 

$135 for each additional sibling. 

Registration will open on December, 1 through December 15, and will be confirmed via e-mail 

once classes have formed. Forms will be sent home with your child via backpack or can be found 

on registration page of the LingoKids website. 

If you have any questions please contact Helena Malarkey at # 484 318 8334 or                                                   

Helena.Malarkey@lingokidslearning.com. 



Page 6 The Devon Dispatch 

Devon DispatchDevon DispatchDevon DispatchDevon Dispatch    

Editor/Layout     

Kathleen Meaney                                                                    
kmeaney2002@yahoo.com 

 

 

 

 

Produced bi-monthly by 
Devon Elementary School, 
400 S. Fairfield Road, Devon, 
PA 19333, 610-240-1450, 
under the direction of Princi-
pal Tom Tobin and PTO 
President Tricia Jennings.  

REMINDER  

Call Attendance Line  

if  Your Child is Absent 

Please remember to call the 
attendance line at    

610-240-1465  

when your child is out sick. 
or going to be late. This will 
save our office staff from 
making phone calls to you. 
Thank you. 

Devon Dispatch Devon Dispatch Devon Dispatch Devon Dispatch     

Publication Schedule 

 

Deadline    Publication  

12/02/11      12/09/11 

12/23/11      01/06/12 

01/13/12      01/20/12 

Mileage Club Update  

Devon Students Were 

Moving in October &  

November!! Despite the 

rain, mud and snow we 

managed to hold 6  

mileage club sessions. 

 

This year the students at Devon walked or 

ran over 1,500 miles during their lunch re-

cesses.  Wow!! What an amazing accom-

plishment!!  The children had a great time 

and really had their hearts pumping and 

muscles moving!! 

 

Big thanks to all the Devon staff, faculty, 

mileage club daily leaders and all the parent 

volunteers!!!  

This would not have been a success without 

your help!  

Tina Verrelli & Annie Detwiler  

Devon’s 1st After Halloween Candy 

Drive was a huge success!   

 

Wow!  We collected over 125 pounds of 

candy during the recent drive!  The benefi-
ciary of all the candy is the Jerusalem 
Community Food Pantry, with which Mr. 

Stever, Devon’s Librarian, works closely.  
Mr. Stever was thrilled with the response 
of the Devon community and the Food 

Pantry will share the treats with children 

during the winter holiday season. 

A special thanks to the parents who 
helped with the Candy Drive: Nicole Ben-

nyhoff, Denise Cooper, Alice DiAddezio, 
Suzanne Emerson, Ricka Jenkins, Jeanine 
O’Mara, Lori Piccone, Amy Susanin, Niki 

Tsetsekos and Carli Younce.  Thank you 
also to our Lobby Aides, Mrs. Green, Mrs. 
Conaway and Mrs. Lee for their help and 

support. 

 

-Stephanie Thibault,  
 Halloween Candy Drive Chair  
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Kathleen Meaney                                                                    

Parent-Teacher Conferences 

This year we have the opportunity to collaborate together at Parent-Teacher Conferences on these dates: 

 

Monday, November 21st: Half day for grades 1-4 with dismissal at 12:20 p.m.; No Kindergarten; Gr 1-4 
Conferences in afternoon 

Tuesday, November 22nd : Half day for grades 1-4 with dismissal at 12:20 p.m.; No Kindergarten; Gr 
1-4 Conferences in afternoon  

Monday, November 28th: NO School for K-4; Full Conference Day 

 

Conferencing is one of the most important activities we do together to benefit your child. Prior to the confer-
ences you will receive your child’s Progress Report. To get the most out of this valuable, but short time, 
please consider the conference tips below: 

 

Getting Ready for the Conference 
Beforehand, talk to your child about strengths, areas for improvement, and peer relationships. 
How does your child rate his/her own performance?  
 

Possible Topics for Discussion at the Conference 
Classroom Behavior: How well does my child get along with others? How does my child solve con-
flicts? In what ways does my child contribute to the class? 
Work Habits: How does my child work independently and with a group? How well does my child 
pay attention in class? What activities does my child seem to enjoy most in school? 
Academic Progress: What does my child do well?  Does my child recognize this strength? What 
does my child need to work on most? How can I help? How can I support my child at home? 
 

At The Conference 
The teacher will discuss your child’s academic and social progress. It is a good idea to ask your most im-
portant questions first since the teacher has a conference schedule to follow. You and the teacher may de-
velop common goals for your child.  

 

After The Conference 
Make sure your child knows that you and the teacher both care, and will work together to support his/her 
progress. Develop an action plan and implement it. If appropriate, follow-up with the teacher about the pro-
gress your child is making. 

While you are at Devon for your conference, we also invite you to visit the special areas and support teach-
ers to learn about their programs and/or your child’s progress. Our staff looks forward to meeting with you 
and is pleased to partner with you as we work together for your child. 

Information Regarding Parent-Teacher Conferences  
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