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Mark the Date  

 

  Thurs. Sept. 29, 2011  

• No School  

Oct. 3, 4, 5 and 6  

• ERB Testing for 

Grades 2—4    

Monday, Oct. 10, 2011  

• No students Report  

 Tuesday, Oct. 11, 2011      

• 1st Grade Assem-

bly-  Franklin Insti-

tute 

Wed., Oct. 19, 2011 

• PTO Mtg  9:30 a.m. 

 Thurs., Oct. 20, 2011  

•    Mark Kistler                    

“ How to Draw in 3-D“ 

Friday, Oct. 21, 2011  

• Devon Fall Festival  

Welcome to the 2011-2012 school year!  Thank you to parents who attended all 

the back to school events that have been happening at Devon over the past few 

weeks.  It is amazing how fast families transition from the “lazy days of summer” 

to the fast paced days of the school year.  I am excited about the new school 

year and working with all the Devon families to continue to make Devon a won-

derful learning environment for our children.  With that said, I wanted to touch 

on some ways that you can volunteer at Devon (there are many)!  Whether you 

are a “stay at home” parent or hold a full time job, there is something for every-

one.  For parents who work full time and are unable to help during the day you 

can: volunteer at our big family events - the Fall Festival, Pizza Bingo, or the 

Spring Fair by selling tickets, running a game, or helping with food;  cook for the 

Staff Appreciation luncheons or Love in Action which helps Devon families in 

need; collect Box Tops for Education; volunteer at the Camp Fair; help at our an-

nual parent social, the Friendraiser, by soliciting donations, helping the night of, 

organizing a neighborhood basket; or volunteer during evening hours of the book 

fair.  If you are at home during the day, you could consider: being a guest reader 

in your child’s classroom; volunteer to help at grade level events and/or parties; 

help with Mileage Club, Book Fair, the Friendraiser or any other school events 

mentioned above; type and bind books in the Publishing Center; or decorate the 

school for Arts Express Week.  The Devon PTO website, www.devonpto.org, has 

descriptions of all the different groups and organizations that make up the PTO, 

so check it out.  The green “Got a Minute” form that came home in the first day 

packets lists all of these opportunities and more so please fill it out if you have 

not already done so.   One of my hopes this year as PTO President is for all par-

ents to feel welcome and comfortable participating and being a part of the 

Devon community.  Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any ques-

tions or concerns.  Have a great year and I look forward to seeing you soon.  

Tricia Jennings 
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Important Phone Numbers 

School Office  610-240-1450 

Attendance  610-240-1465 

Emergency Closing   610-240-1970 

School District     www.tesd.net 

PTO            www.devonpto.org 

Devon Elementary PTO Board 2011/2012 
 President Tricia Jennings  

 Vice President Amy Susanin 

 Recording Secretary Lauren Forman   

 Treasurer  Margaret Ruschmann  

      Asst Treasurer  Cindy Krapels  

 2nd Vice Presidents: 

 ~Cultural Arts       Chrissy Bennet/Sarah Keyes   

          ~Fundraising         Cecilia Cooleen/Georgeann Bernabeo                    
 ~Social Functions  Tricia Petrane/Kelly Walker                              
 ~Issues, Affairs                                                                                        
         and Programs   Carli Younce                            
 ~School Services     Lori Piccone  

   Member at Large          Audrey Kese     

 

Important Phone Numbers 

School Office  610-240-1450 

Attendance  610-240-1465 

Emergency Closing   610-240-1970 

School District     www.tesd.net 

PTO            www.devonpto.org 

                                

 

 To The Following Volunteers & Their Committees: 

A Big Thank You to... 

• Sarah Keyes for pulling together another successful ice cream so-

cial – what a great kick off to the school year!  Sarah has organized 

the ice cream social for many years and we are so thankful for her 

efforts.  Sarah will be moving on to the middle school next year 

and we are looking for a volunteer to chair this fun, family event. 

• Ricka Jenkins for providing drinks and snacks for new family ori-

entation and for both of the kindergarten playdates. 

• Chrissy Bennett, Georgann Bernabeo, Lauren Forman, Tricia 
Jennings, Sarah Keyes, Tricia Petrane, Amy Susanin and Kelly 
Walker and Carli Younce for assembling the first day packets. 

• Coleen Hillman and all the volunteers who helped with the first 

grade cafeteria transition. 

• Heather Hill for continuing to make Devon “greener” through     

recycling. 

• Katrina Wester for updating the Devon PTO website. 

• Kate Campbell for coordinating the parent volunteers for the stu-

dent health screenings. 

• All volunteers who have helped to get the school year off to a 

smooth start! 

REMINDER  

Call Attendance Line When 

Your Child is Absent 

Please remember to call the attendance 
line at 610-240-1465 when your child is 
out sick. This will save our office staff 
from making phone calls to you. Thank 
you. 

Remember to visit the   

T/E Bulletin Board at  

www.tesd.net  
For the latest news, events and       
announcements in our community. 
Its updated frequently so check back 
often.  
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From the ‘Green Corner’… 
 
• Our Juice Pouch Recycling is off & running :  

       Devon has already collected 500 juice pouches since the 1
st

 day of school – way to go !!! 

• Let’s Keep Recycling those Bottle Caps  

 

                     
Social Functions  Tricia Petrane/Kelly Walker                              
Issues, Affairs                                                                                        

This fabulous piece of art was created by our 

very own Devon Fourth Graders, Autumn 

and Avery. The girls created this Peace Sign 

to celebrate International Peace Day, using 

bottle caps that were collected in the       

school cafeteria.  

Let’s keep recycling those Bottle Caps.  

You Can Make a Difference for Devon Elementary School with Box 

Tops! 

• Clip Box Top coupons from favorite products and drop them in the pink box  in the front lobby at Devon Ele-
mentary School.  Each Box Top is worth 10 cents for our school.  You can see a list of participating products on 
boxtops4education.com. 

• Shop at your favorite online stores through the Box Tops MarketplaceSM (btfe.com/marketplace).  First time shop-
pers will earn 20 bonus Box Tops for Devon. 

• Purchase books through the Box Tops Reading RoomSM at Barnes & Noble and earn 6 Box Tops per $10 spent.  

We are ready to launch our 2011-2012 Box Tops for Education fundraising campaign. This year we’ve set a goal of 
earning $1,000 through Box Tops to purchase items for our school.  Based on what we collected in the Spring of 2011, 
we already have $220 towards our goal. 

For 15 years, Box Tops for Education has helped America’s schools raise over $320 million to buy the things they 
need. The Box Tops for Education program offers three easy ways to make a difference for our school through every-
day activities: buying groceries, shopping online and purchasing books. School budgets are tighter than ever, and 
Devon Elementary School is asking for the support of families and community members such as yourself. 

Sign up to support our school at the Box Tops website (www.btfe.com). You’ll get updates on our school’s Box Tops 
earnings, money-saving coupons, family-pleasing recipes, chances to win Bonus Box Tops for our school and the lat-
est Box Tops news! 

For more information on how you can help our school earn cash through Box Tops for Education, contact Suzanne 
Emerson, our Box Tops coordinator, at sea4@verizon.net or visit boxtops4education.com. 



Page 4 The Devon Dispatch 



Page 5 The Devon Dispatch 

Community Organizations- Come Join Us!  
Submitted by: Carli Younce, VP of Issues, Affairs, and Programs, carlisnyder@yahoo.com.  
 

We are very fortunate to live in such a vibrant, active community, with many opportunities to get involved in organizations         

affiliated with the Tredyffrin/Easttown School District and ones that support the community at large.  Following is a list of District 

and parent-sponsored groups.  As you will note, the Devon PTO has representatives to many of the organizations.  For more infor-

mation, please visit the webpages listed below, or feel free to contact the respective Devon PTO Representative directly. 

 

TE School District-Sponsored Organizations 
 
Diversity Committee 
The TE School District's Diversity Committee includes parents, teachers, administrators, students, School Board, and community 

members dedicated to the fulfillment of District policies designed to make our school community a place of increasing respect and 

support for all. The committee is especially interested in new parent support services; a rich, equitable, and inclusive curriculum for 

students; and the maintenance of an appropriately diverse professional staff.  

http://tesd.net/domain/21 

Devon PTO Representative: Tracey King, king.t@gmc.edu 

 

Inter-School Council 

The primary purpose of the Inter-School Council (ISC) is to serve as an interchange for ideas and information among PTOs and 

Steering Committees in the T/E School District. In addition, areas of mutual interest including the educational process, legislation, 

student behavior and activities are discussed. The goal of sharing is to continue to improve education for our children and to provide 

a forum for discussion and possible resolution of areas of concern. Meetings are generally held monthly September through May. A 

representative from each school is present at all meetings, but parents are encouraged to attend these informative gatherings.   

http://www.tesd.net/domain/10 
Devon PTO Representative: Ronya Hopkins, ronyahopkins@hotmail.com 

 

Parent-Sponsored Organizations 
 
ARCH 
Area Residents Caring and Helping, Inc. is a community coalition established in 1981 by parents in the Tredyffrin/Easttown School 

District to assist, educate and support one another in dealing with substance use and abuse by the young people in our community. 

ARCH provides information and support for families and works closely with the Tredyffrin/Easttown School District Administra-

tion to provide student services and resources in the fight against substance abuse. 

http://www.archcares.org/ 

Devon PTO Representative: Lauren Baran, baranfamily@verizon.net 

 
(B.U.I.L.D)  Building Understanding of Individuals with Learning Differences  
(B.U.I.L.D.) is a district-wide support group for parents. Monthly meetings offer guest speakers and information sharing on topics 

of special interest to parents of students with learning differences.   

http://www.tesd.net/site/Default.aspx?PageID=85 
Devon PTO Representative: Susan Stuber,  scs519@aol.com 

 
FLITE 
FLITE (The Foundation for Learning in T/E) is a non-profit organization, started in our district five years ago by concerned citizens 

wanting to help all students in the district reach their potential.  FLITE recognizes that some kids in our schools lack the financial or 

environmental support to achieve their best and aims to help these kids through program funding in the schools.  To do this, FLITE 

relies on grants, corporate gifts and individual donations from caring residents.   

www.flite-pa.org 

Devon PTO Representative: Tina Verrelli, tinaverrelli@comcast.net 

 
T&E Care 
T&E Care is a local organization that supports the community in a myriad of ways, including the annual school supply drive, school 

meal assistance, coordinating furniture and clothing donations, etc. 

http://tecares.org/ 

Devon PTO Representatives: Lori Piccone, lpiccone@verizon.net and Stephanie Thibault, stef423@verizon.net 



Page 6 The Devon Dispatch 

Devon DispatchDevon DispatchDevon DispatchDevon Dispatch    

Editor/Layout     

Kathleen Meaney                                                                    
kmeaney2002@yahoo.com 

Produced bi-monthly by Devon Elemen-
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the direction of Principal Tom Tobin and 
PTO President Tricia Jennings.  

THANK YOU!!!! THANK YOU!!!! THANK YOU!!!! THANK YOU!!!!     
Let’s all  scream “Thank 

You” to our outstanding Ice 

Cream Social Volunteers! 

A great big thank you with   

sprinkles on top to the fol-

lowing volunteers who set-up, greeted, scooped, 

sprinkled and cleaned up cheerfully and without 

hesitation: 

Chrissy Bennett, Nicole, Haley, Gage & Zach 

Bennyhoff, Karen Burns, Denise, Alysse & Ben 

Cooper, Karuna Dasari, Merle Eloso-Wells, Isabel 

French, Heather Gallagher, Ronya Hopkins, Tri-

cia Jennings, Dawson & Norman Keyes, Tracey 

King, Uday Kumar, Ceci Magana, Pamela 

Matzinger, Jen Neeley, Tricia Petrane, Umaran 

Rao, Sarah Reindel, Amy Susanin, Kelly Walker, 

Erika Yabinowitz, Carli Younce. 

Of course, no thank you would be complete with-

out a heartfelt thank you to Dr. Tobin, Karen 

Burns, Connie Marchesani and her great staff, 

Jerry Blake who makes the impossible, possible 

and to the Devon PTO for making it all possible! 

Thank you for making my last Social fun despite 

the weather. 

Sarah Keyes 

Chair  

Mileage Club –Sneaker Alert!  

Mileage Club starts 

Wednesday, October 12th 

and runs every Mon., Wed., 

Fri. through  October 28th. 

1st through 4th graders will 

have the opportunity to 

walk, jog or run laps during 

their lunch recess time to earn Devon   Dollars (for 

spending at the school store) and Toe Tokens at 

the end of the program. 

Please help your child remember their sneakers!! 

Any questions?? Contact Tina Verrelli or Annie 

Detwiler  

Devon Dispatch Devon Dispatch Devon Dispatch Devon Dispatch     
Publication Schedule 

 

Deadline      Publication  

09/30/11    10/07/11 

10/14/11     10/21/11 

10/28/11     11/04/11 

       
 

Hurry! Take advantage of the Charleston Wrap Sale 
and load up on a wide variety of festive wrapping paper and 

a unique supply of special gifts.  Proceeds from this fund-

raiser help supply all the "extras" that make Devon so great 

like playground equipment and classroom supplies.  The 

deadline for ordering is September 30th. Questions?       

Contact Claire Kennedy at cdkennedy96@yahoo.com  
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COUNSELORS’ CORNER 

By: Tami Noel, Devon School Counselor 

The counselors of the Tredyffrin-Easttown School District elementary schools wish you and your students a successful and 

happy start to the new school year!  Transitioning back to school from summer vacation doesn’t have to be stressful.  It’s an 

opportunity for children to reconnect with old friends, make new friends, build greater responsibility, and tackle exciting 

new challenges.  To help your child make as successful a transition as possible, here are a few tips and tricks: 

1. Get enough sleep!  Being well rested is a tremendous asset to children as they strive for their best performance at 

school.  According to the National Sleep Foundation, elementary-school aged children require ten to eleven hours of sleep 

each night.  Adults require seven to nine hours of sleep. 

2. Keep a positive attitude and focus on the fun aspects of school.  Children are very influenced by the atti-

tudes of the adults around them.  When we express excitement about the new school year and confidence that our children 

can handle any new challenges, our children will begin to model our attitudes.  If your child is anxious, remain upbeat and 

provide reassurance with personal notes in lunchboxes or backpacks. 

3. Handle rough spots with assurance.  If the first few days are a bit tough, try not to over-react, as children can 

absorb their parents’ anxiety.  Many children experience some sadness or anxiety initially, but the teachers and staff at 

school are trained to help them adjust.  Help your child to come up with a few positive strategies to manage difficult situa-

tions on their own and reinforce your belief in their ability to cope.  Model confidence and optimism. 

4. Organize and prepare ahead.  Having an established household routine can go a long way towards smoothing out 

some of the bumps in the road.  Establishing a schedule for homework, bedtime, morning times, etc., can help alleviate 

some family stress and establish reassuring predictability for children.  Preparing lunches and backpacks for the next day 

the night before can help to eliminate the “morning crazies”. 

5.    When in doubt, reach out.  Don’t hesitate to reach out to your child’s teachers, principal, or school counselor.  

Staying connected with the school helps your child to see that school and family are linked and that you care about their 

learning experience.  Furthermore, school staff can also offer suggestions and supports to help identify and reduce any 

problems that may arise. 

Best wishes for a fun and productive 2011-2012 school year! 

    Friendraiser? What is a Friendraiser? 
                         It’s a Party---fun---silent auction all wrapped up in one 

   *Biggest social event for DES parents, faculty, and administrators 

   *Largest fundraiser of the year 

   *All items big and small donated by DES families, friends and area businesses 

   All Money raised goes directly to benefit the DES students 

     ***VOLUNTEERS NEEDED-Planning Starts Mid-October***  

         (ANY amount of help is welcome, most work can be done from home) 

 

   CONTACT: Cindy Krapels (cindy.krapels@verizon.net) or                                    

              Tara Owens (tdenglishacademy@gmail.com)  



  

The Conestoga High 
School and the March-
ing Pioneers will host 
their Second Annual 
Cavalcade of Bands 
competition,               
'Stoga Showcase of 
Sound, on Saturday,  
November 5, 2011    
starting in the late after-

noon and ending by 10:00 p.m.   More than twelve 
high school bands from Pennsylvania and New 
Jersey are already scheduled to perform on our 
very own Teamer Field at Conestoga.  It will be an 
extravaganza of music and color guard perform-
ances, bringing over 1,000 people into the 
stands.  Ticket information will be available shortly 
at stogamusic.com.  If you or your organization 
would like to place an ad, make a donation, spon-
sor a trophy or any of the activities for the evening, 
OR if you would like to help out in any way, please 
contact Co-Chairs Joan Capolupo 
at jazcapsax@aol.com or Janet Fell 
at  janet.fell@comcast.net.  Mark the date on your 
calendar and plan to bring the whole family for an 
educational and enjoyable evening of musical en-
tertainment.  
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DEVON FALL FESTIVAL IS COMING!DEVON FALL FESTIVAL IS COMING!  

Friday, October 21, 6:00Friday, October 21, 6:00--8:00 P.M.8:00 P.M.  

We Need Volunteers! 

The Fall Festival is great Halloween fun for the entire family.  We need you to help 

make it a blast for all our kids. We need lots of volunteers.   

Please sign up.  We only need 1 hour. SHIFTS are available for set-up, tickets, 

games, gym supervision, spooky room, souvenir sales, popcorn, bake table, cake walk, 

and last but not least, clean-up. 

Look for the sign-up board in the school lobby in mid October or contact                               

Marla Musman 484-582-0266, email: marla.musman@comcast.net or  

Kathleen Weiss 410-293-0406 email: kathleenkweiss@yahoo.com 
 

Cultural Arts Kick-Off Coffee & Meeting 

for anyone interested in Cultural Arts at Devon! 

Wednesday, October 5th   9:30 a.m. 

DES Art Gallery 

Come learn about the exciting program line-up for 

2011-2012 and how you can become involved!   

Artists  

Authors 

Assemblies 

Arts Express Week 

Scientists, Meteorologists, Historians, Mother Goose, 

Paper Cutting, Bees &  Much more! 

If you have any questions or you cannot make the 

meeting but would like to be involved,                   

please contact: 

Chrissy Bennett 

 piombino@comcast,net?subject=Cultural Arts Kick-Off 

- or - 

Sarah Keyes 

keyessarah@aol.com?subject=Cultural Arts Kick-Off  



up board in the school lobby in mid October or contact                               





 

CALLING ALL GIRL SCOUTS!  

CURRENT GIRLS AND THOSE INTERESTED  

IN JOINING A TROOP  COME JOIN US FOR A  

KICK-OFF RALLY!  

 

 DATE:  Tuesday   September  27,  2011 

 TIME:  7-8:30pm  

 PLACE:  Devon Cafeteria  

 

Parents and Girls will have an opportunity to learn about Girl Scouts at Devon Ele-

mentary School.  Please bring a check for $12.00 to register your  

daughter and come join us for SWAPs and snacks!  

 

• Daisy Troops (Kindergarten) meet 1 time a month.  We are looking for addi-

tional Daisy Troop Leaders Volunteers.  

 

• Brownie Troops (Grades 1-3)  meet 1-2 times a month.  We are looking for ad-

ditional Brownie Troop Leaders Volunteers.  Weekend or evening meetings are 

possible for Leaders.  

 

• Junior  Troops (Grade 4)   meet  2-3 times a month.   We are looking for addi-

tional  Junior troop  leaders Volunteers. 

 

Please note all girls may not be accommodated if there is a lack of Girl Scout 

Leaders.  

For more information on Girl Scouts at Devon Elementary, please contact Rita 

Levin    rita_esther@hotmail.com     




