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Food and Nutrition Services 
 
The food and nutrition services program shall be operated in compliance with all applicable state 
and federal laws and regulations, as well as federal guidelines established by the Child Nutrition 
Division of the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA). 

 
The District shall ensure that, in the operation of the food service program, no student, staff 
member, or other individual shall be discriminated against on the basis of race, color, age, creed, 
religion, gender, sexual orientation, gender identity, gender expression, ancestry, national origin, 
marital status, pregnancy or handicap/disability. 
 
Operation and supervision of the food service program shall be the responsibility of the 
Supervisor of Food and Nutrition Services and the Business Manager.   
 
National School Lunch/Breakfast Program 
 
The District participates in the National School Lunch/Breakfast Program as the sponsoring 
agency for the Food and Nutrition Services program in its schools, implementing the National 
School Lunch Act.  Free and reduced price meals shall be provided to students who meet the 
required eligibility criteria.  Students shall also be permitted to bring their lunches from home 
and may purchase food, beverages, and incidental items in all schools at appropriate times. 
 
Free/Reduced-Price Meals 
 
The District shall provide free and reduced-price meals to students in accordance with the terms 
and conditions of the National School Lunch Program and the School Breakfast Program. 
 
Non-School Food Sales 
 
Food sales by approved organizations in middle schools will not begin before 2:00 p.m.  In the 
senior high school, approved organizations may not conduct food sales one hour before and 
during the school's officially designated lunch period.  Food sales and fundraisers involving food 
must comply with the requirements contained in Board Policy and Administrative Regulation 
5402 (Student Wellness and Nutrition).   

 
Price and Selection of Meals 
 
The Board shall set the price of meals consistent with federal and state guidelines.  A la carte 
items shall be priced competitively by the Supervisor of Food and Nutrition Services and 
reviewed by the Business Manager. 

 
To reinforce the District's commitment to nutrition and student wellness, foods served in school 
cafeterias shall (1) be carefully selected to contribute to students' nutritional well-being and 
health; (2) meet the nutrition standards specified in law and regulations and approved by the 
Board; (3) be prepared by methods that will retain nutritive quality, appeal to students, and foster 
lifelong healthy eating habits; and (4) be served in age-appropriate quantities, at reasonable 
prices. 
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Cafeteria Funds 
 
The Food and Nutrition Services Program shall be operated on a nonprofit basis.  All monies 
derived from this program, or contributed to it, shall be deposited in a separate Cafeteria Fund.  
All income accruing from the operation of the program shall be used only to reduce the price of 
meals to paying students, to improve the quality of meals, and to purchase and maintain supplies, 
services, and equipment. 
 
Financing and Accounting 
 
The Food and Nutrition Services Program shall keep accounts and records and make reports as 
prescribed by the Pennsylvania Department of Education and the Board.  Such accounts and 
records shall at all times be available for inspection and audit by authorized officials and shall be 
preserved for such time as the Department of Education may lawfully prescribe. 
 
Purchasing 
 
Procurement of goods or services for the food service program shall meet the requirements of 
applicable law, regulations and Board Policy and administrative regulations. 
 
Sanitation / Food Safety Inspections 

 
The District shall comply with federal requirements in developing a food safety program that 
enables District schools to take systematic action to prevent or minimize the risk of foodborne 
illness among students. 
 
The District shall maintain proper sanitation and health standards in food storage, preparation 
and service, in accordance with applicable state and local laws and regulations and federal food 
safety requirements. 

 
The Food and Nutrition Services Program shall comply with the sanitation requirements of the 
Pennsylvania Department of Health and the Chester County Department of Health, including 
engaging food handlers with proper certification, frequent review of sanitation rules and 
regulations, fastidious care in the handling and storage of foods and maintenance of equipment, 
observation and on-the-job training of personnel, and regularly scheduled thorough cleaning of 
the entire kitchen area. 

 
The District shall obtain two (2) safety inspections per year in accordance with local, state, and 
federal laws and regulations. 
 
The District shall post the most recent inspection report and release a copy of the report to 
members of the public upon request to the extent required by law. 
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Accommodating Students With Special Dietary Needs 
 
The District shall make appropriate food service and/or meal accommodations to students with 
special dietary needs in accordance with applicable law, regulations and Board Policy. 
 
Professional Standards For Food Service Personnel 
 
The District shall comply with the professional standards for school food service personnel who 
manage and operate the National School Lunch and School Breakfast Programs. For purposes of 
this Policy, professional standards include hiring standards for new food service program 
directors and annual continuing education/training for all individuals involved in the operation 
and administration of school meal programs. Such professional standards shall apply to both 
District-operated food service programs and contracted food service programs. 

 
Delegation of Authority Regarding Unpaid Balances 

 
The Superintendent or designee shall develop and promulgate regulations addressing the 
following: 
 

• Procedures for collecting money for individual student accounts which ensure that the 
identity of each student is protected. 
   

• Method in which students and parents/guardians are notified when the student’s account 
reaches specified levels.     

• Procedures for providing students with meals when the student forgets or loses the 
student’s money or when the student’s account has insufficient funds. 
 

• Procedures governing the collection of money for negative balance student accounts. 

 
 
Cross Reference: Board Policy and Administrative Regulation 5402 (Student Wellness and 
Nutrition) 
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