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What IS the UN 7. & o s e s s e et e e s s oesssssssss

A Brief History...

The United Nations dotes back to the Second World War. At the time, the world
wiis in turmail. Millions of people were being killed, and millions more were forced
from their haomes. Cities lay in ruins. World leaders renlized that to prevent another
global war, future wars could only be prevented if couniries joined together
in nn internatonal organlzaton. Hence, the UN was born.

This was not the first time such an organization had been created. The League
of Matlons was created in 1919, after the First World War, for a similar purpose.
However, the League falled, Many important countries, including the United
Staies, either did not join or soon quit. A wam con't work without cooperation!
The League had no power (o enforce 118 decisions, sucli as using military force,

Therefore, it was helpless in preventing the outbreak of World War 11,

Alter WWII, the dreams of the League were reignited, this time with
countries putting their money where their mouths were, ..

The name *United Nations™ was coined by American President Franklin D, Reosevelt,
It was first used in the *Declaration by United Mations™ on January 1. 1842, when
representatives of 26 countries pledged to fight against the Axis Powers. (The Axis
Powers, hended by Germany, Italy and Japan, opposed the Allied Powers, led by the
Umnited States, Britain, France and the Soviet Union, in World War [1.) Towards the
end of the war, represeniatives of 50 countries gnthered in San Francisco to hammer
ouf the final text that would lay the foundation of internationnl cooperntion. The
final draft was the Charter of the United Natlons.

The Ul officlally came into existence on Oetober 24, 1845 [is Charter was
rafified by 50 countries, including those most powerful at the time: China, France,
the Soviet Union, the United Kingdom and the United States. These five counirics
nowy fiake iip the Securily Couindl,

Essantial Facts

The UN Headguarters is located in New York City, but the lnnd and buildings are
considered international territory.

* The UN has its own flag, its own post office and its own postage stamps.
* Six official languages are used by its staff.

8 The UN European Headguarters 8 located in the Palas des Natons, Genovi,
Switzerland.

# The senior oflicer of the United Mations Secrotariat is the Secretary-Coneral,
s United Natlons Lay 1 celebrated on October 24 EVETY Year.

The UN Today

# The United Nations is one of the more important international onganizations
in the world, with 192 member states, dozens of observer groups, os well s
scienitific, humanitanan and peacekeeping mssions around the warld,

= The UN has recently passed reforms that would make its actions more transparent
and elfective,

& Plans o rn.i'ulrhl the Recurnily Council o make 11 reflect the world of |I'.lItJI_||' anil no
of 1845 are still on the table,
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Official Languages of the UN:
Arabig, Chinese, English, French, Russian, and Spanish.
A delegate may speak in any of these languages and the speech will be interpreted

simultaneously into the other official languages, Most UN docoments are issued in
all six official langunges.

The UN has six main organs;

+ Gieneral Assembly (GA)

* Socurity Council

* Speretarial

# Economic and Social Couneil (ECOSOC)
+ International Court of Justice (1C])

# Trusteeship Council

These departments are all found at the UN headguarters in New York City,

i it O e except for the IC], which is located in the Netherlands. The United Nations family,
o ficers o Bha Al Siciors inbesrill however, is much larger, encompassing 15 ngencies nnd many other programs
[ I [ v e W : i
s ‘ . i : : throughout the world. (See UN organization chart in the Appendix.)
By | w Dimaryores o rl [ery
ke Wirm dwrerens ored Assnianee. This, progy United Nations Membership is open to all peace:loving and sovereign nations thai
by i "."““._ e aceepi the ohligations of the Charter, and, in the judgmeni of the Organization, are
ErrkagE W '||Htl|.1.d.l1|:| able (o carry oul these |r|!||:iﬂ.|:l'|li:|::tlh.
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How Does the UN Work?

The UN lsa |l|m. & ar forum where L!{'II'F_JIH':H CaTne Il:Hl'I'I'u.'l' o il Iscuss lssues that
allect thewr counimes both indvadually and collecnively,

The UN can only take action on global issiies when a maprily of member stales

came o an agreement, It can only do s much as s member states allow,
The United Natons s careful to respect the sovergignty of cach memiber state,

Esvereiniy means that a national government is the ultimate mithority in
decisions about policy and security for that country,

Iri most eases, the UN cannot force meniber states 1o take action, Rather, counires
only take action il they agroe 0 do s,

When debating issues, momboer states ey to reach 0 consensus.

Consensns means that there is o collective opinion or agreemont reached
among member states about a pogition or policy recommendation,

It is very difficult to reach consensus in the UN because notions often disagree
nhaut the best way to solve problems. They will debate. ..ond debate. . .and debate...
ond debate some more until an agreement (consensus) is reached.

Unitad Nations Handbook




The UN Charter

The United Natlons Charter was signed on June 26, 1945, in San Franelseo by

representanyves al 50 couniries,
We the Pesple:,

OF the United Nition,
United for 3 Better Werld.,.

A charier is a written contract that delines the rights and responsibilities
al an arganization or group,

The UN Charter 18 recognized a8 an international treaty, The original copy of
the Charter is kept at the National Archives in Washington, LG, A roplica is on
display at UN Hesdqguarters in New York.

The Uk Charter sets forth the purposes of the United Naotions as;
 Maintaining international peace and security;
* Development of fnendly relanions between states;

* Promoting international cooperation in solving economic, secial, cultumal, and
humanitarian problems and respecting human rights and fundamental freedoms;

# Serving as a cenler for nabons o achiove these goals,

The Charter opens with a Preamble and 8 made ap of 19 chapters dividéd inta
111 articles,

It expresses a strong hope for the equality of all people and the expansion of basic
freedoms in countries throughout the world.

* You can read the fnll Charter online ai hitpwwwunerg’aboutan/charier/index. iiml

lIf.lIl l'|ll" JII = .- llrl‘ II. I




Preambilea to the UN Charter

WE THE PEOFLES OF THE UNITED NATIONS DETERMINED

* ta save succeeding generations from the scourge of war, which twice in our
lifetime has brought uniold sorrow to monkind, and

= o reallirm fpith in fusdamental human rights, in the dignity and worth of the
human person, in the equal rights of men and women and of nations large and
small, and

= o establish conditions under which justice and respect for the obligations arising
from treaties and other sources of International law can be malniained, and

* to promote social progress and better standards of life in larger freedom,

AND FOR THESE ENDS

* to practice tolernnce and live together in peace with one another as good
neighbors, and

& o unite our strength o maintain interaational peace and security, and

= o ensure, by the nceeptance of principles and the institution of methods, that
armed force shall not be used, save in the common nierest, and

& o employ international machinery for the promaotion of the economic amd social
s vancement of all peoples,

HAYVE RESOLVED TO COMBINE OUR EFFORTS TO ACCOMPLISH
THESE AIMS

Accordingly, our respective Governments, through representatives assembled in the
ity of San Froncisco, who have exhibited their full powers found to be in good and
due form, have agreed to the present Charter of the United Motions and do herehy
eatablish on international organization to be known as the United Nations,

* Does this Preamble remind gou of any other important doewment you“ve learned
dilont in American history thar promises human rights ta all (s clifzens?




The Six Main Organs
The General Assembly

The General Assembly {(GA) is the ceniral organ of the UN. This is where all
192 Moember Sintes can gather to discuss internotional issues ond concerns. Eoch
nation has one vote and is represented by o delegation of diplomats headed by an
ambassador. The General Assembly reaches decisions through a majority vote.

What does the GA do?

Becouse the GA is so large, it can be difficult to get things accomplished. Think of
how difficulr it is to declde what to do on o Friday evening with your friends! Now,
imaging 192 delegntes trying 1o agree on o single ssue in the context of competing

fianonal inleresis

Ta miake the assembly more producthive and (ocissed, the GA 18 divided e six

A Commitiees:

# The INsarmament and International Secunty Commities (DISEC)
* The Economie and Financlal Commities

The Social, Humanitarian and Cultural Commitiee [SOCHUM])
The Special Political and Decolonization Commites (SPECPFOL)

L]

* The Administrative aml Budgetary Commitior
The Legal Committies

Each commiites presents (I Work 10 the lorm of wnitten resalutions 1o the General
Assemibly Plenary (all 192 member states). [0 the Plenary, all member nanons dis-

cias, debate and aimieid resolinons belore voning on theim o the General Assemilly,

A rFexalution is o statement used to identily a pl:lnilil::rl. ofF recommend action
an a particular igsue,

The General Assembly's rogular session begins cach year i September and continues
throughout the year. Each year, the Azssembly elects a prosident who presides over
{runz) the Assembly meetings. These meetings are similar to sessions of the United
States Congress; however, the UN is not considered a world government. It only
has authority o make policy suggestions ond cannot force conniries to follow those
suggestions. In other words, what the General Assembly decides upon is not binding.

WWW WO philla. or =




Security Council

The founders of the UN designed the Seeurliy Counell (8C) to be the main
guiarduin ol wirlid peace, While the General Assembly can disciiss any wirld
cofigern, the 5C only deals wath guesnoiia of peace and secunty, The 5C is the
only UN organ that has the authoarity to demand action on the part of
Member States; all other UN resalutions are non-hinding,

What doas the 5C do?
The UN Charter gives the 5C the following responsibilities:

* To malntain international peace and seeurity in accordance with the
principles and purposes of the Unlied Nadons;

# To investigaie any dispute or situation that might lead to international
conflict amd 1o identilfy the aggressor nation; Hiooins Mio o iy -

= To recommend ways o settle d.’lltii.lllti throagh ITeanhes, ceonoiiieg sainchons ST ---I. .-
amni other lorms of non-military diplomasy; . -

* Tiotnke military nctdon ngainst an aggressor (through UN Peacekeeping Operations):

# To recommend the admission of now members;

* Toexerclse the trusteeship funetions of the United Nations in “strategic areas";

* To recommend to the General Assembly the appointment of the Secretary-
General and, iogether with the Assembly, io elect the Judges of the Interna-
tional Court of Justice.

There are 18 countries represented on the Security Council.

Five countries are always represenied on the council; they are permanent members.
Theey are often called the “Big Five™: China, France, Russia, the United Kingdom
and the United States. These five permanent members have powers that the
other ten do not have.

The other ten countries on the Security Council are elected by the General Assembly
for two-year terms. They are chosen on the basis of geography so that differemt
areas of the world are JII'l"«'l:Il\"h |i'|"'!.'hI.'H|I"'I.]. As of 2007, the foll FWITIE COMTITIES WeTe
members of the Security Coungil,

Belgnim (2004) laly (2(H148) Clatar (20407)
Congo (Republic of the) (2007) Panama [2008) Slovakia { 2047)
Clhana (2007 ) Peria (2067) Soaith Alvea [ 200H)

Indonesin (2008)

:"li'!'i:
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Voting Procedures

Vating in the Security Council is not like voting in the General Assembly. To pass,

o resolution must get ot least ning “ves® votes, But, if any one of the five permanent
members votes “no,” the resolution is defented = it does not pass. This is called o

veto, Because of n veln l.'lll'l':L'I:, resolutions are |'|l|lm.l|.'d IIllv‘ CONSENRLUS,

Number of times a veto has been cast:

# LISSH/ Russia 122

# The United States 31
[ "'.I .I -I f # The United Kingdom a2
..I.. -.I,I- --,. - ry : " # France 15
I Pl

*+ China 5
Why do only five countries have velo power?

These five major world powers played key roles in the establishment of the UN. They
were olso the victors of the Second World War, The best Wy [0 ensure pence was (o
get these important couniries to work together through common agreement, especially
of {ieslions of war and peace. This, It was agrec thian i any ane of the “Hig Five™
dadd niot agres 1o a fecommendaton, the Secunty Coiineil woiild fiol act ipon o, This

apeecul jEewer given o the permdanen! members 8 called “vele power™

Ia it faar?T Lots of couniries say il 18 not fair, but there are two big reasons why il

slava like this

1, Mewey: The five permanent members pay for nearly half the cost of running the
UN — gven though there are 192 members,

2. Rulres: IT you had a vote on getting rid of the veto, the countries with velo power
could veto it!




Secretariat

The Secretarial, the UN bureaucraey and international sialf working in duty stations
araiind the workl carry out the diverse ||||_|||.'-l|:|-|;1r.l_'r operihons of the Umiled Nanons,
The people that waork for the Secretariat’'s oflices reprosent 170 different countries
in offices arouml the world, It s represented by the Secrotary General,

The Secmtariat answers o the United Nations alone for iis activities, [i8 mombers ke
an aath not to seck or reccive instructions from any government or outside anthority,

What doas the Sacretariat do?

The Seoretariat s responsible for carrving out the decisions laid down by the other
principle argans of the United Nations. It does this by

& Strengthening the three pillars of the UN = security, development and human rights;
= Breathing new life and injecting renewed conlidence into the Secretarial;

* Seeking to set the highest stondards of ethics, professionalism and accountability;
= Working to usher in a new day in relations between the Secretariat and membser

slntes,

The specific duties of the Seeretariat are as variod a8 the problems dealt wath by the
UM, These range from organizing peacekeeping oporabions o mediating interna-
tional disputes, from surveying ecomomic and social tronds to proparing studies

on human rights and sustainable development. Secretarint members include
interpreters, translators, librarinns, lowyers, engineers and editors.

Who is the Secretary-General?

The Secretary-General is the chief officer of the entire United Nations. He is the
ultimate “boss™; he is in charge of the thousands of people who work at the UN in
Mew York and throughout the world.

The Secretary-General follows a policy of preventive diplomacy, This means
that he nkes steps to prevent international disputes from developing, growing or
spreading o other countries,

How ean you be the next Seeretary General? The Secretary-General 18 appol nted
I!lji the General .r‘.hh:'rllh'l}r an the recommendation of the Secur ity Conineil for a
fve-year, renewable term, Although there is no written rule, the role of Secretary-
Cleneral 18 rotated among the varous refions of the warlkl,

There have been eight Secretaries-Coneral sinee the UN was formaed:

Trygve Lie of Norway (15945-1852)

Dag Hammarskjold of Sweden (1953-1961)
U Thant of Burma {1961-1571)

Kurt Waldhelm of Austria (1972:-18981)
Javier Perez de Cuellar of Peru (1982:1981)
Boutros Boutros-Ghali of Egyvpt | 1092 155&)
Kofi Annan of Ghana (1996-2008)

Ban Ki-Moon is the

present Secretary-
General of the UN

He ook altice an January 1,
Z007. He is from the Républic
of Korea (also known as South
Eorga). Prior 1o Becoming
Secratary-Gendral, Ki-Maan
s@rved in many posis in the
Farmgn Mimatry, including
Minigter ol Forgion AMaira and
Trade, He has worked in tha

UM since 1975

Ei-NMaan 1§ continuing whira
his predecessars lelt off,
pushing for reforms that

will strengthan the overall
eflectivanesd of tha UN




The Sacratary-Geaneral wants YOUR help!

The UN holds extra importance for young people. Its main purpose is to cnsure o
peaceful future for the world = the world that kids will one day inherit and lead.

Here's part of a letter from former Secretary Genernl Kofi Annan:

Mare and more, young people are asking me this encouraging question:
What can | do to make things better? My advice s to always start by learn-
ing and looking around you. Get to know people whose lives are different
from yours. Find out what you have in common with them. Build bridges of
understanding with them. It is only by doing so that we can truly appreciate
the worth of others. Wa do so whather we are sharing our lunch with somue-
ana sitting nast 1o us of axchanging &-mail greatings with somacna at the

el el AT M il o i i

AT, s W aleai by Comkarsaon 08 athar and of tha warld

Mol Pl oy Tl T fiali § IR 1 T il

) Y Once you have created a bridge with others, keep it open by talking to
e T T A T each other and, abave all, by listening. This is what | try 1o da in my job

ad Secratary-Genersl, bacauie | know that ance | have Built up trust with
somaone, we can work to change things tagether. 5o can you. When you
see something that is wrong, no matter how big the problem is, ask yourselk:
Who else would like to change this? How can we work together? Take action
with others who share your conviction. Have the courage to beliove you can
make a ditference. As with averything in life, small steps count. If something
has not been done befare, it does not mean it can't be done; it only means
you could be the first to do it. (Kofi Annan, From remarks made at the Festival
Mandival des Enfants in Basil, Switzerland, June 24, 2000)

® You car visdi the SHEFCIA T General's .'.Imﬂ."p.hlqr' f.!lj LT
i l'}.l.'.-".-"'u'|¢'u'.:rrl.ur_'rp-l".l"h'ru.'.h."'r.i.\.'.lu.".'..u."'i:mfr.'l.' st tirid




Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) '

The Eeonomile and Soclal Council, called ECOSOLC for shaort, s the central place
al the Unmited Nabons (or discussing eéoniomc and secial problems, 118 goal 6 o
prrommote higher standards of living, full employment, econamic and social progress,
rospeet for human rights and freedoms, and international coaperation,

Economics is the study of how a sociciy uses ils SCATCe rosaurces,
Economic problems include those related 1o the development of:

* Trmle

* Transporiaton

* Technology and Industry
= Farming

= Communications

Social problems include those concerning:

5 il Bl L T Y ol BT R |
* Children MBCH G Wod Sercis refucm
& [hacrmanation G : o i S s B Ol 1
t K I
* Lrime
[ by By
3 Refugees
* Education
* Healthcare
ECOS pddresses these problems by coordinating the work of the 14 UN
specialized agencies, ten functional commissions (like commitiees) and five
regional commissions.
& (One example of a specinlized agency is WHO, the World Health Organization.
v " . N . . - v i a -l"u L | !
WHO is the directing and coordinating authority for healtheare within the United - i ’ headinsig ey
Mations system. [t is responsible for providing leadership on global health matiers. v i MBsrrn (). ourales o] i
I ITw B wlawy Resraaphin b & b | i
= The Commission on Human Rights is an cxample of o functional commaission, FiuFn g arh ] e JERTEY
The CHE is mandated & examine, monitor and pulilicly report either on human 3 1" s el I"
- . . - - e . - - - . . 4
right= gituations in specilic countries or erritories or on major phenomena of wil AP - |
human rights viclations worldwide L M Priiifa

= An example of a regional commission is
the Eeonamic Commission for Alriea
{ECA). ECA's mandate 15 to promiote the
ceanomic and socual development of 118
momber States, foster intra-regional
integrabion and promote international
cooperation for Africa’s development.

Unitad Nations Hondbook 11



United Nations Millennium Development Goals

The waork af the ECOSCE laid the foundation for the UN Millenniam Goals, which
address the hundreds of milhons of people across the planct who do not have rogu-
lar aceess to clean water, food, shelter or life-saving medical care, These goals also
speak to the hundred million plus children who are never given a chance to atteml
school, even to learn the basics of reading and writing.

In an effort o increase the standord of living for every person on the planet, the
United Nations adopted the Millennium Development Goals in 2000, Accepted by
all 192 member nations, the gools spell out in no uncertain terms that quality of life
should be a right rather than a privilege. By creating a global community, the UN is
paving the way for the richer nations in the world to contribute to the growth and
well being of developing countries.

The Millennium Development Goals, which have a tnrget date of 2015, consist of
the following eight ohjectives:

1. Eradicate extreme poverty and hunger

2. Achieve universal primary education

3, Promote gender equality and empower women

4. Reduce child mortality

5, Improve maternal health

6. Combat HIV/AIDS, malaria and other diseases

Erisure eivironmental sustainability

4. Develop a global partnership for developmeni

These goals provide n framework by which all nations of the world can pool
iogether their resources with the alm of providing t every man, woman and child
o future that is marked by equal dignity and opportunity. The results so far have
bBeen mixed, You can visit the United Nanons website 1o see hiovw it evaliaates s

progreas o date on these godals,

-,
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International Court of Justice (ICJ)
The International Court of Justice (IC]) is the judicinl organ of the United Nations,

Also knovwn as the World Court, the 1C] is unigque because it only hears cases betieen
mations = not individuals, eompanies or other groups like in a regular couri.
Mations cannot be forced to take their problems to the 1C]. However, once a notion
ngrees to ollow the IC] to discuss its cose, it is obliged to adhere to the Court’s
decision, whether it wins or loses. Since 1947, the court hos heard 136 cases,

How doas the IC) work?
The Court has two functions:

1. tosctile, sccording to international law, the legal disputes submitted to it
by nations;
2. o give advisory ofimons on legal guesnhons asked by inlernational agencies,

specilically the UN General Assembly,

International law is the body of rules that nations follow when dealing
with one anosther,

There are 15 judges from different natiens on the [C], Only one judge of cach
nationality is permitted. These judges are experis in international law, and they
make decizions about what nations should do when they have a dispute,

Where is tha ICJ?

Youi won't And the IC] when yirid vaaul the LN an Mew York. Thar's because i is
lecared inoa ity in the Netherlands called The Hague, The 1C] is the only one ol
the six min organs of the UN loeated ouiside of New York Cily,

The milding that the 1G] 18 located i 8 called the Peage Palige, Every country i
the world contributed something e it (Buailding material, furniture, paintings and
mare], 8o it is truly an international building.

Unitad Nations Handp
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Decolonization and
the UN

If 1945, whan tha LN wai
aatablighed. hall the worlds
peaple lived in colonies that
wire Daing controlled by oul
fidé cauntned, Colomas wang
divided among a handhul of
Ma|or POWETS, 1IN |.||JIHI4 Larat
Britain, Francae angd Partugal

Thraugh a pracess called
decolonization, the UN has
halpardd moat of these countries
bacome ndependent itales
Today, more than BO farmer
colon@s ang Now Memboers

thaimaahad of the Unitea Natians

Can vou Aama fome countrias
that were former colonies? What
CoLintry usad 1o rule tham © Can
¥ou name same fermlones that
are still dependent on other

COLMITNES f

Special Tribunals

Because the 1G] only aildresses dispules bebween Pwo nabions, §f cannol bring
charges against a state of individiaal(s) for thar actwons, Therefors, the UN hais st
up special tribunals who have the authorily to investigate amnd, wheme appropriate,
prosecute conflicts between peoples of the same nation or region that result in
horrific acts. These special tribunals have the power to try individuals — both
civilians and those serving in the government — who commiticd such atrocities
as genocide and ethnic cleansing.

To date, two tribunals have been established by the Security Council:

1. Intermational Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavin

# This tribunal, loeated in The Hague, the Netherlands, tries government
officials, generals and guerillas suspected of commithng war ¢rumes
during the country's civil war in the 1980s,

2 The iribunal covers Croatla, Serbin, Bosnla ond Kosovo,

s Une well-known eriminal was Slobodon Milosevic,

2. Imternational Criminal Tribunal for Bwanda

= Loented in Tanzania, this tribunal wies government officials involved in
the 19894 Rwandan genosside,

= Civilions complicit in the genocide are tried by local courts in Rwanda.

There are also courts in East Timor, Kosovo, Sierm Leone and Cambodin supporied
by the international community.

Trusteeship Council

When the UN was first established, there were somo parts of the world that did not
have independent governmenis. Some were operating under o mandate. a form of
coloninl rule set up after World War | by the League of NMations for Great Britain
and France. Others were liberated from sceupving countries after World War IL
MMany of these countries had little or no experience ot governing themselves.

Omce the UK was sei up, these areas were called “Trust Territories” and were
placed under its special protection. When the Trusteeship Council was formed,
there were 11 Trust Territories, mostly in Africa and the Pacific Ocean,

Todday, all of these Terriiories have attained self-government or independence,
cither as separate staies or by joining nelghboring independent couniries.

The Trusteeship Councll formally censed operations in 1994, when the Inst terriiory,
the Trust Territory of the Pacific lslands, now Palaw, became independent, The
Couingil wall only meet if the need anses.,




AR you now know, the UN tackles five man topmes worlilwade;

1, peace and security
2. eeconomic nnid social development
3. human righis

4. humanliarian afTfales

5. international law

Some of the most important issues currently on the UN agenda are:

AlDS Indigenous People
Climate Change International Law
Disarmament Trug
Drugs anid Crime Chiter Space
Education Ouestion of Palestine
Elections Refugeos n“' bl . | .
Energy Science and Technology . : \II :
Environment Sustainable Development
Family Terrorism
Pl Whater
Health Winien
Human Righis Youih

® Cro to hitpedrwne imong/issues! o see a full Tist of issnes. Choose one that interests
arond el elick on its link, Wiy (s che UN (nvolved 7 In what ways is if iniing io help?
Whai conniries are expectally invelved in the issue? How can gou help foo?

Unitad Natlions Handbook




What has the UN Accomplished?

With the help of governments, non-governmontal organizations (NGOs)
and privaie businesses, the United Nations has played a key role in many
global achicvemenis during the lasi 50 years:

+ UN Peacekeepling is a vitn] instrument for peace. Currently some 74, 000
military personnel, provided by 117 countries, are engaged in 18 operations
throughout the world,

¢ UN environmental conventions have helped reduce acid min in Burope amd

& Pl ) SRS Eidw O i Ll North America, cut marine pollution worldwide and phased out production of

:'I'I':I'.“ TNV s L gnses destroving Earth's ozone lover.

P LN P faimm # The UN anid its agencies, such as the UN Development Program, along with
other orgamzations like the World Bank, help poor countres develop ther

ceonoiiies, providing more than 530 billion 10 assistance each vear,

+ More international law has been developed through the UN in the past five
decades than in all previous hisiory.

#  Every vear, the lives of up to 3 million children are saved by immunization.
UNICEF, WHO, the World Bank Group, private foundations, the pharmaceutical
industry and government have joined hands in o new initistive =— the Global Allinnee
for Vaccines and Immunization — that aims to reduce child death rotes to zero.

* The World Fead Frogram cach yvear provides about ome-thind of the worlid's
Fous] mid,

= Ajr iraffic is safer, thanks to the rules and regulations agreed on through the
International Civil Aviation Organization,

UM appeals roise more than 51 billion per vear for emergency assistance o
victims of war and natural disaster.

+ Smallpox was eradicated from the world due 1o a global campaign coordinared
h'jr WHO, Another WHO campaign has eliminared el rom thie Americas and
amima al eradicating it glohally,

TFéuh i wieran pilarly w0l 1 Chadh @
Foiniie il iy 5 Wl i T OO o Wi
Fidshigley Uil f f (poFuiin 000 ify Sl

L N Fapig? L




The UN and Human Rights

Throughout its history, the UN has been concerned about the welfare of people
around the world. The Universal Declaration of Human Rights, adopted
unonimously in 1848 and translated into over 300 languages, is the hest known
nnd the most cited human rights document in the worli.

It states that oll people are born free and equal and should not be mistreated doe o
thelr political views, religion, gender, nationality or mce. All people also have the
right to adequate health and living standards and the right 1o an education.

= More than 80 international human righes principles hove been created since 1948,

# The office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights, the UK official with
principal responsibility for humnn rights activities, receives reparts of over
200,000 violations per yenr.

& The International Criminal Court was established in 2002, By 2005, over 100
member states had joined in signing the treaty estalflishing the Court,

I ix imiporiaei io remenher ihai a declaratiion iz oot ihe same as a law, This
means thit the UN cannot force countries io protect these rights,

Instead, when a country has ratitied the Declaration, the UN has the nght to monitor
and report on human rights in that country. UN diplomats can put moral prossure
on a country's reprezentntives to respect the rights stated in the Declaration.

* Find a real-life example o a place where the UN has helped to ensture hioman rights
are respeeted by visitimg: hicpefowweun.engcyberschoolbus brefingrighis/indec him




‘ vanw ne s us e vADDENTN
Glossary

Ambassador - n diplomatic offieial or represeniative of a country

ChiFter - & willen contiaet dehming the righits and 1:'|:1|'r||:||ni|!ililil'h ol an orgamzabon
OF Jgrniip

Consenaus — when a general agreement is reached among member states about a
policy recommuoendation

Convention - an agrecment between countrics about basie principles or
international conduct

Diplomat - a person who reprosents their coundry (also called a delegate) and
negotintes with other delegates about important international issues

Human Rights = the bazic rights and freedoms to which every human being is
entitled

Internntional Law = the body of rules that nations follow in dealing with one
another

Non-governmeninl organizations (NGOs) = organizations that are not associnted
with the government of a specific country or international political arganization.
Their aims can be broad {eg., Amnesty International, Greenpesce], or quite specific
(Doctors Without Borders] in thelr activities and goals, They may influence
policy, organize communities around special issues or provide medical or technical
assislance. The UN works wath NGUs on many infernational issies,

Pﬁi:-ﬁhtjﬂﬂi = when peaple (both elvillan and |H"|1'i|:|.:'_'|.rl faitie BEPWeEn PG
hostile parties to help contral and resolve a conflict

Preventive Dhiplomacy - steps Liken by the UN o prevent interaational disputes
froni developing. growing or spreading 1o ether countries

Ratify - the action taken when a country formally approves a treaty or convention

Resolution - a statoment vsed o adentify a posibion or recommend an action on
a particular issue. UN resolutions have headings, perambulatory clauses anid
aoperative clauses,

Sovercignity - the idea that national government is the ultimate authority in policy
decisions and national security

Sustainnble Development = development that meets the needs of the present
without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs

Veto = the power of a nation to vote *no” (reserved for the “Big Five" of the
Security Council), making a resolution fail sutomarically




Member States of the United Nations

Following is a list of the 192 member states, in alphabetical order, of the United
Mations with dates on which they joined the organization.

Member — (Date of Admission)

Alghamistam — (10 Mo, 1046) Dpnmark — (24 Okt, 1R45)

Albiania — (14 Dee. 1855) IHibsmitl — (30 Sep. 1077)

Algoria — K [ki, 1HGZ) Dhaminica = | 18 Deg, 157TH)
Anddorrs — (28 July 198) Daminican Bepublic — (24 Ocr. 1945)
Angola = {1 Deg, 1974

Antigua and Barbuda — (11 Moy, 1081) Feuadar — {21 Dec. 1845)
Argenring = (4 O, 18451 Egypa = (24 Chon, 1E45)

Armonia — (3 Mar. 1062} El Salvudar — [24 Oct. 1545)
Ausimalia = (1 Hov, 1845) Equiatorial Guinga = (1F Nov, 1968)
Austria — {14 Dee. 19588) Erifrea — (25 May 1903)
Arerhaljan = (2 Mar, 1892] Estonbs = {17 Sep. 1881 ]

Ethlopla — (133 Mov. 1543)
Ribimias = (18 S, 1073)

Hahrain — (21 Sep. 1871]) Fili — (13 Oct. 10970

B mighideali = |17 S 1974) Fiilaiidl = [ I4 D 1855)
Barbados — (9 [ 1588) France — (24 Oct. 1843)

B lafiis == {24 Cher. [I5)

Belflum — (27 Dec. 1545) Liabein — (350 Sop. 19460)
Belide = (25 5Seq. 1641) Gtk = (21 Sep. 1665)
Henin — 20 Bop. 15E50) Conngha — (31 July 1802}
Bliiitai = (21 Sep. 1971) Oermany = (18 S&p. 1973)
Halivia — (14 Now, 1845]) Lihama — (K Mar, 1847)
Boaiia il Herfegoding = (22 May 1902 ] Oecor = (25 Oel. 1845)
Neimwwams = {17 Choi, 1086E] Limonaila — (17 Sep, 1974)
Briazil = (24 Oet. 1845) Cuatermila — (21 Mov. 1945)
Brunel Dansssglam — (21 S9p, |H54]) Guinga — (13 Dee, 1BAN]
Bubiaria — [ 14 Dee. 1855) Chuf s Blasdin — (17 S, 1974)
Burrking Fasn — (30 Sep, 1560] Ciuynna = (20 5o, 1560GE)

Burundi — (18 Sep. 19682)
Maith = (24 Ot 1545)

Cambsslia — (14 Dec 1955]) Homluras — (17 Dee. 1845)
Camarmn = {20 5ap, | k0] Huimgary | 140 Do DERSS)
Canada — (B Mov. 10:45)
Cape Vierile = {10 %o, 10T5) logkamil = (18 N, 18:40)
Central Alrkcan Kepublic — (20 Sep. 1080) Irdia — (30 Okt 1945
Chisd = (30 Bep, |G Inddoiiesiis = (38 Sep. 1050)
Chile — (24 Ozt 1948) iram [islamie Republie o) — (24 Oei, 1948)
Chilfia = (24 Chr 185) D) = (31 Deei, 1ER45]
Caolosmbiia — (8 Moy, 1145%) Ireland — (14 Dec. 1954])
Coigos = [ 13 Mo, 1875) Rl == [ 1] By Ifslid)
Comjos — {200 Sop. 19680 lialy — {14 Dec 1935)
Conlid Bloa = [2 Nov, |#H5)
Cilviw o' lvisirg — (200 Sop. 1HEET) lamaica — [ 15 Sop, 1HHES)
Croaitha = [23 May 108Z) Japain = {18 Dee 1858]
Cuba — (24 Oct, 1845) jordan — (14 Dec 1955)
Cyjirus = (20 Sep. 1960)
Crech Kapubdic — {18 Jam, 18R] Eazakhsinn — (2 Mar, 18812)
D e ritle People's Bepulilic of Korea = ey = [ 10 Dee 1843)

(17 Sap, 1981) Kirihati — [ 14 Sept. 1984)
D ritie Regidhilie of the Conjgo — Kirsall = [ 14 My 1883)

140 Zap, 18] Eyrgvesian — (3 Mar, 1952)




L Peogple's Demaeratiy Kepublic —
(14 Dwe. 1955)

Laivia — (17 Sop, 18611}

Lebanon — (24 O, 1945)

Lasiithi — |17 Chot, 1580

Liberia — (2 Mov. 1943)

Lilyan Arah lamishiriys = {14 Dea, 1035)

Lizchienstein — (18 Sep. 19H6)]

Lithuania = {17 Sep, 165%1)

Lusembourg — (24 Oct. 154%)

Madaginsoar — (30 Sep. 1940)

Malawi — 11 Diee. 1984)

Malaysla = (17 5. 1057)

Maldives — (21 Sep. 10463)

Mali = (25 Sep. 1960)

Malia — (1 Dec. 1564)

Marshall lslamils = (17 Sep. 1991)

Mauriinnia — [27 (ki, 11551)

Maurihis = (24 Apr. 1968)

Moxico — (7 Mav, 1545)

Microdestd = (17 Sep. 10401

Muomacao — (2K May 15001)

Muonigolia = (2T ODer. 198])

Montonegm — (28 Juna 20068

Moroecn — (12 Nov, 1054)

Mugambigun — {15 Sap, 1875)

Myvanmar — (19 Apr. 10dE)

MNamibia — (23 Apr. 17HH1)
Nauiry = 14 Sop, 1505)
Mepal — (14 Doz 1955)
Mptherlands — [ 10 Dieg, 1845]
MNew Foalarkd — (24 Ot 1045)
Nicaragua = (24 O, 1145)
Miger — [20 Sep. 1080)
Migeria [7 O, | fa60)
MNorway — (27 Moy, 1845)

Ohman — (7 i0ct. 1971)

Pakistan — (30 Sep. 1847

Pialiii == (15 Dhe 1654)

Panama — {13 Mov, 1944)

Piijriii New Cubiigd = (10 O, 1975])
Faragnay — 124 (ki 1145)

Peiii = (31 D 1845)

Fhilippines — [24 Oci, 1944])

Folaid = (24 Oer 1945)

Fortugnl — [ 14 D 1555%)

Chaiar — [21 Sep. 1971}

Fopuhiio of Korea — (1T Sep, 19801 |
Repulbdic of Moldova — (2 Mar. 19%2)
FEamanka = [ 14 Dee, 1855)

Russian Pederation — (24 Oct. 1945)
Rwanila — [ 18 Sep, 1063)

Sl Kiins and Nevis — (273 Sap, 1BKE0)

Bl Lascha = [ 1% Sep. (970)

Salm Vingent and the Grenailings —
(18 Sep. 1fm0)

S = 15 Do, 1070)

San Marino — (2 Mar. 1952)

S Tome and Fringlpe = (16 Sep, 1075)

Sl Arabrla — (24 Oct. 1943)

Sarnegal {28 Sop, 1760

Serbia — (1 Mo, 2000])

Byhelles = (] Sop, 1876)

Sierra Lenone — (27 Secp. 1881

Blngapane = (21 Sap. 1165)

Showvakia — {19 jan. 1883)

Bliwenia = (23 May 108E)

Soilemian [slamds — {18 Sep 1975)

Sofilid = (20 5. 1060}

Souih Africa — [T Now, 1544]

Epaif = (14 Dee 1855)

5ri Lanka — (14 Lle 1955%)

Sijilai = (12 Hov. 108508)

Surinama — {4 oo 1075)

EBwniiland = (24 Rep. 1988)

Swodlen — [ 11 Mov, 1H4E)

Ewrilgerland — (10 Sep. J003)

fyrian Arab Kopublic — (24 Oci, 1845]

Tajikistan — (2 Mar, 1552]

Thallasd — (18 Dee 1948)

The former Yugoslay Repuhlic of Macedonis —
(8 Apr. 1903

Thmir: Lastg — (27 Sop, 2003 )

T — (30 Rep, 1080)

Tonga = {14 Sap, 15}

Trinkdad and Tobagn — [ 18 Rep. 1982)

Tkl = [ 13 Hav, 1856)

Turkey — (24 Oci. 1545}

Turkmenisian = [J Mar. 1902]

Tuvale — (3 Scpt. 2000)

Uganda — (25 Oct. 1982)

il = {24 Cior. 1845)

Uiniiesd Arab Emirates — (8 Dec 1971)

Liiinedd Kimgdoam of Cieal Beitin i
Morthern Ireland — (24 Oct. 1848)

Lininedd Bepuiblic of Tonamnis = (14 Dec i980)

Uinlieed States of America — (24 Oct, 1045)

Uiy = {18 Dt 1945)

Uzhakistan — (2 Mar. 1992)

Yamuaiu — [ 15 Sep, 198])
Yenezuela = (15 Nov. 1945)
Yier Mam — (30 5op, 1977]

Yemen — (M) Sep, 1547

Zambiba = (1 Dha, 190460)
Zimbalrwe — (25 Aug. 1950)]




Growth in UN Membership, 1945-2006

1945 Crriginal | Arganting, Australia, Belgium, Belivia, Brazil, Balarus. Canada,
&1 Chila, China, Colambis, Costa Rica, Cuba, Crechoilovakia,

Denmark, Dominican Republic, Ecusdar, Egypt, El Salvador,
Ethiopia, France, Gresce, Quatemala, Halti, Honduras, Indis, iran,
irag, Lebanon, Liberia, Lusembourg, Mexico, Netherdands, New
Zealand, Micaragua, Norway. Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Philippines,
Paland, USSE (now Russian Federation), Saudi Arabis, South Africa,
‘.'Il'p'rh'!l"! Arab Hepublic, Turkey, Ukrang, United Kingoom of Graat
Britain and MNorthem lreland, United States of America, Uruguay,
Vierwzuala, Yugoslavis

1048 | 55 Afghanistan, lceland, Sweden, Thalland

1947 LY Pakistan Yemen

1948 A Myanmar (formarly Burma)

1949 |59 |nr gl

950 | &0 Indanesia

1955 T Albanis, Auitria, Bulgaria, Cambaodia, Finland, Hungary, Ireland,
Italy, Jardan, Laa Peopla's Demodratic Republic, Libyan Aral
Jarmahiriya, Mepal, Portugal, Romania, Sgain, S Lanka

%54 | 8D Japan, Morocoo, Sudan, Tunisia

LT v Cihana, Malaysia

58 Al Guingéa

insd |99 Banin, Burking Faso, Cameroan, Cantral African Republic, Chad,
Congo, Cdte d'ivoire, Cyprus, Demaocratic Republic of tha Congao,
Gabon, Madagascar, Mall, Miger, Nigara, Seneqgal, Somalla, Togo

1941 104 Mauritania, Mongalia, Sema Leons, United Republic of Tanzania

1942 | 110 Algeria, Burundi, Jamaica, Rwanda, Trinidad and Tobago, Uganda

1463 1112 Ksiya, Kuwait

1964 | 115 Malwwi, Malta, Zamiboia

1945 1117 Gambla, Maldives, Singapore

inds | 122 Barbados, Botswans, Guysna, Lesotho

19467 |23 Demaocratic Yemen

1968 | 124 Ecquatorial Guines, Maurntius, Swaziland

o 1127 Fijl

1971 132 Bahrain, Bhutan, Oman, Qatar, United Arals Emiratas

1973 135 Bahamad, Federsl Repulblic of Germany, Garman Demasralic
Rapulslie

1974 138 Bangladesh, Grenada, Guines: Bisaau




1975 144 Cape Verde, Comarss, Mazambigue, Papua Now Guinea, Sas
Toame and Principe, Surinama

1978 [ 147 Angola, Sarmos, Seychallad

1977 14% Dijinuti, Viat MNam

%78 | 151 Corrinica, Solamon lslands

1w (152 Saint Lucia

1980 (134 Saint Vincant and tha Gansdires, Jmbabwa

1981 15/ Antigua and Barbuda, Belze, Vanuatu

1983 | 158 Saint Kitts and Mevis

1984 | 159 Brune Darussalam

1990 | 159 Lischierstein, Namibia

1991 1idh Damecratic People's Republic of Korea, Extonia, Federated States

of Micronsala, Latvis, Lithuania, Marihall lglands, Republic of Eorga

1602 179 Armania, Azerbaijan, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia, Geargia,
Kazakhstan, Kyrgystan, Moldova, San Maring, Slavenia, Tajikistan,

Turkmenistan, Urbekistan

1993 184 Andoars, Czech Republic, Eritrea, Monaco, Slovak Republic, Tha
former Yugoslav Republic of Macedaonia

1994 | 185 Palau
1997 | 188 Kiribati, Nauru, Tongs

2000 | 189 Tuvalu, Serbia (farmarly Yugoslavia)
2002 |19 Switzerland, Timar-Leste

2006 | 192 Mentenegra

*There are also currently 17 Permancinl Observer missions o the Unived Nanons.

Althaiigh they are not countries, these grolups are imporiant ensiigh in international
diplomacy to have a presence at the UM, However, Fermanent Observer missions do not
have any voting power, These include:

MNon-member stale: The Holy See (The Yatican)

Enilty: Palesiine

Intergovernmenial Organizations: Alrican Union, Commaonwealth, Buropean Community,

INTER PO, League of Arab states, Grganization of the Islamic Conleronce, and many mar,
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Now that veii have learned all about the United Natons, lets review some of the mosl imiportant poants about the Umnited
Mations that a good diplomat should Enew, Fill in the Blank spaces, Answers are found on page 25,

Question #1: What is the UN?

n. The United Nations is made up of countries from around the world. It is better known by its scronym, the UN.,

b. The UN was established in 1845, after the Second World War. [is primary purpose was to

& The document that seis forth all the rights and responsibilities of the United Mabons is called a

i. The UN Charter 18 considered an _ treaty and the origingl ¢opy of the Charter s housed at the

in Washingion, D.C,

i, Deseribe the United Natlons logo.

Question #2: Where is it based?

i, The United Nanods” |'||.'m.|i.||l1!|i'lr'|'n ta loeated o

b But the land and buildings do not belong to the USA. The UN bulldings are considered :

this means that they belong to every couniry thai is part of the UN,

Question #3: What does The United Nations do?

The UM waorks for world pesce and development in many different ways,

i, It organises forces for trouble-spots around the world, such as Kosovo or in Africa,
B The fflilfeases ecanamic and social 1ssiies,
& The s a UN agency thal speciahizes i ainterniahodnal health iasies,

Question #4: A Global Game Plan to Reduce Poverty, Hunger and Disease

. In 206040, the UN establizshed the Goals, whose primary purposs was to

b Mamie thiee gials aentifisd in the UN Millenmmm Development Goals,

. In what vear does the UN hope 1w meet the Millennium Development Goals? _



Question #5: Who's in charge?

. The head of the UN is called the

b. The current Secretary-General is , from the Republic of Koren, He is the eighth UN
Secretary-General,

Question #6: What is a resolution?

i, Representatives of each member country meet in the ; this is the closest
thing to a world parliament.

b Each country has viole. Resolutions pass whon a majority of the member states vote in fovor.

. Major decisions about important issues, like who can join the UN, need the support of two- of the
Aszembly. Less important decisions need the support of over one-half of the Assembly.

i. The Assembly's decisions are not . Governments follow resolutions because they represent the waorld's
opinion on major international issues.

Question #7: What is the Security Council?

i, The mieimibers of the UN Secunty Conincil ey 1o keep the world a peacelul and secure place,
They vole on the Best wiys o preven! counlnes from hghong, There are two groups of miemibers,

b, Five permanent members; These countries are always an the council beeause they had a vital rele in establishing the
United Matione in 1845, Mame them:

- =

™ L]

.

¢ Ten temporary members: These members are voted for every years by the rest of the UN.

d. The rules for voting:

1. One member, yole.

2. Ench al the five permanent members can stop the UN Trom making decisions wath which they Ilih.llﬂll,'l.'. This is
cilled the power ol

3. Mine votes in favor are needed to make o decision.

4. Five of the nine voles must come from permanent membors,

Question #8: What is UNICEF?

i, UNICEF stands for the United Mations

b. It looks after the needs of nnd in developing countries around the world.

It works with local communities and governmenis in more than 160 countries to help every child reach their full potential.

UNICEF was ereated in December 1946 by the United Nations.




Answers

ln. 182

1, mainiain pesce and security in the world,
1e. Charter

1d. international; National Archives

le. The United Motions logo shows a map of the world encircled by the “olive
branches of peace.”

2. Mew York City.

2, international

da. peacekeeping
b, The Econormic and Social Counel [ ECOS0E)
de. The World Health Organization (WHO)

da, Dovelopment Millennium

db, eradicate and hunger; nchieve unlversal primary education; promote gender
equality and empower women: reduce child moriality; tmprove maternal
health: combar HIVAAIDS, malaria and other diseases: ensure environmental
sy, develop a global partnershp for developmenl,

de. 2015

Sa, Seeretary-Ceneral

5b, Ban Ki-moon of the Republic of Koren

6. General Axsembly
iils, e

i, thirds

il Bnnchig

To. 15
7h, Prople's Republic of China, France, Russia, the United Kingdom and the U5
T Wi

Tdl1) one; (2) veto

Ba. Children's Fund

8h. children and mothers
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