Key
1. What are fossils?

Answer: Fossils are the remains of things that lived a long, long time ago.

2. What do we call people who study fossils?

Answer: The people who study fossils are called paleontologists.

3. What are two examples of fossils?

Answer: A petrified dinosaur bone is one example of a fossil, and so is a footprint captured in the mud
4. Can only animals become fossils?

Answer: No, any living thing, plant or animal, can become a fossil.

5. What is petrification?

Answer: Petrification is the name for the process that turns living things, like bones,into rocks.

6. Explain how a copy of the dinosaur bone was made.

Answer: Sediment covered the bone, protecting it as water seeped into it. Slowly,minerals in the water replaced the parts of the bone until it was no longer a bone but

a rock copy.
Scroll down to see notes for pages 2 and 3.
1. When did dinosaurs live on Earth?

Answer: Dinosaurs lived on Earth millions of years ago.
2. Name two things that work to change the surface of Earth.

Answer: Earthquakes, volcanoes, shifting continents, and erosion (like rain and wind) are all things that change the surface of the Earth. 
3. What are at least two things that need to happen for

petrification to occur?

Answer: For petrification to occur: 1) plants or animals need to be buried quickly in sediment; 2) water needs to seep into the bones. 
4. How is sedimentary rock formed?

Answer: Sedimentary rock is formed when sediment, like sand, gets squeezed together over a long period of time.
5. Why is it important for dinosaur remains to have been

buried quickly for fossils to form?

Answer: The remains need to be covered before they decay or are destroyed.

6. What are two clues that suggest that other dinosaur fossils

might be found at the construction site?

Answer: One clue is the discovery of one fossil already. That tells us that there might be more. Also, the construction site has lots of sedimentary rock. 

1. What are two examples of the “soft parts” of animals?

Answer: Skin, the tongue, and organs like the heart, liver, and eye are all examples of the “soft parts” of animals. 
2. What are two examples of the “hard parts” of animals?

Answer: Bones and teeth are examples of the “hard parts” of animals.
3. Why don’t we usually find fossils of the “soft parts” of animals?
Answer: The “soft parts” of animals decay, or rot away, much more quickly than the “hard parts” and before they have a chance to fossilize.
4. Would you expect to find fossilized livers or tongues?

Answer: Livers and tongues are “soft parts” of animals. They would likely decay before they had a chance to fossilize.
5. What two things could you tell about an animal that left

behind large, flat, worn-down fossilized teeth?

Answer: Big teeth might mean a big animal. And flat teeth might mean plant eater. Meat eaters need sharp teeth to tear the meat. 
6. Think about this: What are two things you likely wouldn’t

learn about an animal from a fossilized bone it left behind?

Answer: You likely wouldn’t know the color of the animal’s skin. You also wouldn’t know if it had hair, rough or smooth skin, or a long or short tongue

