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WISLER PEARLSTINE, LLP

By:  Kenneth A. Roos (kroos(@wispearl.com)
Attorney 1.D. No. 41508

By:  Edward A. Diasio (ediasio@wispearl.com)
Attorney I1.D. No. 320026

Blue Bell Executive Campus

460 Norristown Road, Suite 110

Blue Bell, PA 19422-2326 Attorneys for Petitioner,
(610) 825-8400 Tredyffrin/Easttown School District
IN RE: PETITION TO REALIGN : IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS
REGIONAL ELECTION DISTRICTS IN ; OF CHESTER COUNTY, ‘
TREDYFFRIN/EASTTOWN SCHOOL 3 PENNSYLVANIA
DISTRICT ; e

: NO.

PETITION TO REALIGN REGIONAL ELECTION DISTRICTS
IN TREDYFFRIN/EASTTOWN SCHOOL DISTRICT

Petitioner, Tredyffrin/Easttown School District, by and through its undersigned counsel,
respectfully petitions this Honorable Court to grant an Order approving the realignment of its

regional election districts and in support thereof, avers as follows:

1. The Tredyffrin/Easttown School District (the “District”) is a school district of the
second class located in Chester County, Pennsylvania, with its administrative offices located at

940 West Valley Road, Suite 1700, Wayne, Pennsylvania 19087.

2. The District has an overall population of 39,809 according to the 2010 census,
and is comprised of two municipalities with a total of 24 election districts, including Tredyffrin

Township (17 election districts) and Easttown Township (7 election districts).

3 The District is currently divided into three voting regions whereby three members
from each region are elected to the nine-member Board of School Directors of the

Tredyffrin/Easttown School District (the “Board”).

4, The Pennsylvania Public School Code of 1949, § 3-303(b)(3) sets forth that,
“[T]he population of each region shall be as nearly equal as possible and shall be compatible

with the boundaries of election districts.” 24 P.S. § 3-303(b)(3).



5. In September, 2015, the Board established a Region Reapportionment Committee
(the “Committee) to examine the population of the District’s current voting regions and develop
recommendations to the Board on possible reapportionment of the regions to address uneven

population numbers between regions.

6. The current region configuration, with its population deviation, is set forth as
follows:
Population Voting Precincts " | Deviation from Ideal |
‘Region I 10,943 e TredyfmnB-1,E2,E3,E | -2327
(27.5% of the total 5, M-1, M-5, M-6 (- 17.5%)
District population)
R_egion I ' 18,393 e Tredyffrin E-4, M-2, M-3, +5,123
(46.2% of the total M-4, M-7, W-1, W-2, W-3, (+38.6%)
District population) W4, W5
Region II1 10,473 e Easttown 1,2,3,4,5,6,7 -2,797
(26.3% of the total (-21.1%)
District population)

A map depicting the current configuration of the District’s regional election districts 1s attached

hereto as Exhibit “A.”

7. The present voting region configuration has a substantial disparity in population
numbers with Region II comprising of more than 46% of the population and Regions I and III

making up only approximately 28% and 26% of the population, respectively.

8. Pursuant to the overall District population of 39,809, the ideal population of each

voting region in a three-region plan to achieve absolute equality is 13,270.



9. Under the current configuration, each voting region has a substantial deviation

from the ideal population, with a maximum deviation of 59.7%."

10. The population in the District has drastically changed since the creation of the
current voting regions, and the Committee, after holding several public meetings, concluded that

due to such population changes, the District’s current voting regions should be reconfigured.

11. During the public Committee meetings from October, 2015 through January 2016,
the Committee reviewed population data, received comment from interested members of the

public and discussed the viability of numerous options to reconfigure the voting regions.

12.  Ultimately, the Committee presented a recommendation to the full nine-member
Board to adopt a plan, which became known as “Option B”, hereinafter the “Proposed Plan,” to

make the regions more equal in population.

13.  The Proposed Plan is set forth as follows:

Population Voting Precincts Deviation from Ideal
RegionI | 13,386 e Tredyffrin E-2, E-3, E-4, E- +116
(33.6% of the total 5, M-1, M-2, M-5, M-6, W~ (+0.9%)
District population) 3, W-4
Region 11 13,139 o Tredyffrin M-3, M-4, M-7, w131 |
(33.0% of the total W-1, W-2, W-5 (- 1.0%)
District population)
Region 111 | 13,284 e Tredyffrin B-1 +14
(33.4% of the total e Fasttownl,2,3,4,5,6,7 (+0.1%)
District population)

A map depicting the Proposed Plan of the District’s regional election districts is attached hereto

as Exhibit “B.”

' Maximum deviation is computed by calculating the difference between the largest and smallest region (7,920)
divided by the ideal region (13,270).
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14. The Proposed Plan will remedy the present disparity in population numbers and

largely reduce each respective region’s deviation from the ideal population.

5. The Proposed Plan’s realigned voting regions are of nearly equal population,

representing 33.6%, 33.0% and 33.4% for Regions 1, I and III, respectively.

16.  Under the Proposed Plan, Regions I, II and III deviate from the ideal population
by only 0.9%, 1.0% and 0.1%, respectively.

17. Moreover, the maximum deviation of the Proposed Plan is only 1.9%.*

18.  As such, the Proposed Plan’s regional deviations from the ideal population
constitute only minor deviations (below 10%).

19. The Proposed Plan’s maximum population deviation also falls within the category
of minor deviations (below 10%).

20. The Proposed Plan’s regional configuration will be compatible with the existing

boundaries of the municipal election districts.

2ill. The nearly equal population of the Proposed Plan’s realigned voting regions

indicates that each person’s vote will be given equal weight in the election of representatives.

22. In developing and evaluating the various realignment options, the Committee and
the Board engaged in careful consideration of factors such as population data, existing election

boundaries and public comment.
23. The Proposed Plan was not the result of arbitrariness or discrimination.

24. The Proposed Plan satisfies the requirements of § 3-303(b)(3) of the Public

School Code relating to electoral boundaries and population equity.

25. The Proposed Plan will rectify the present population imbalance between the

voting regions and satisfy the requirements of the Fourteenth Amendment and the Pennsylvania

Public School Code of 1949.

26. The Board intends for the Proposed Plan to be effective for the 2017 election

cycle.

? The difference between the largest and smallest region (247) divided by the ideal region (13,270).

_4-



27. The Proposed Plan’s realignment will not disrupt the Board’s regional
representation requirements. Any sitting Board member who no longer resides in the voting
region from which he or she was elected after realignment will remain on the Board, as a
representative of his or her prior region, until his or her seat is up for re-clection. See Resident

Electors of the Pennsbury School Bd v. Pennsbury School Bd, 572 A.2d 1303 (Pa. Cmwilth.

1990) (Sitting Board Members who no longer lived in regions from which they had been elected

were allowed to retain their seats until they were up for re-election).

28. At the 2017 election and any subsequent election, any Board member whose
residence has been realigned to a different election district will have to seek election from the

voting region that then contains his or her residence to remain on the Board.

29. Pursuant to an April 25™ Resolution of the Board, the Board has authorized the
filing of this Petition to request approval of the Proposed Plan to realign the District’s regional
election districts. A true and correct copy of the Board’s Resolution is attached hereto as Exhibit

CCC 29

WHEREFORE, Tredyffrin/Easttown School District respectfully requests that the Court
grant its Petition to Realign Regional Election Districts and approve the Proposed Plan to be

effective in the 2017 election cycle and thereafter.

Respectfully submitted,

Dated: April 27,2016 WISLER PEARLSTINE, LLP

[(_/Q/\,
Kenneth A. Roos, Esquire
Edward A. Diasio, Esquire
Blue Bell Executive Campus
460 Norristown Road, Suite 110
Blue Bell, PA 19422-2326
(610) 825-8400
Attorneys for Petitioner,
Tredytfrin/Easttown School District
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Reapportionment Page 1 of 1

Please select plan to load: [Current Regions M << || >> | [No School Bord: =i

VaALEY (ORI §LLMRNTARY 2
WALLLY § CHGE MACDLE SO0 5 ALARN KD Y
AW WALEEN KD -

585 | Tredyffrin East | | 2,811 [[1~
590 Tredyfirin East 2 | 1,258 | |1 v
595 | Tredy(rin East 3 943 | |1 v
605 Tredyflrin East 5] 2,380 | |1 v
614 | Tredyifrin Mid 1| 83211 v
618 Tredyffrin Mid 5 1w
Tredy frin Mid 6 1w

LT R
528 UG D

600 | Tredy ffrin East 4| 1,230 ]2 v]
615] Tredyfirin Mid 2 | 1,693 |[2 V|
616 Tredyfrin Mid 3| 1,203 ]2 v
617 | Tredyffrin Mid 4| 2,164 [[2 v]|
620 TredylTrin Mid 7 | 659 |[2 v
630 | Tredy(frin West 1 {2,269 |12 ||
635 | Tredy(Trin West 2 | 3,275 |[2 ]|
640 | TredyfTrin West 3 | 1,153 [[2v
645 Tradyffrin West 4 | 1178 |2 v
647 | Tredylirin West 5 | 3,569 2 ||

Deviation from Ideal: 38.6%

195| Easttown 1
198 | Easttown 2
201 | Easttown 3
204 | Easttown 4
207} Easttown 5
210| Easttown 6

L e ST Y
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New developments used in populations:

Broke Ground: 3TWS5:Chesterbrook V(316) OTW2:Village Square(68)

Approved (or close): [JE7:Devon Yard(211) [ TW4:Grey Court(30) [JTM3:Wayne Glen(248)
Longer Term: O TW1:Atwater(750)

Click on a precinct in the table or on the map to highlight it or unhighlight it if it is already highlighted.
The Generated Plans are all plans that have less than 2% Maximum Deviation with the developments specified in the plan name.
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EXHIBIT C



TREDYFFRIN/EASTTOWN SCHOOL DISTRICT
CHESTER COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA

RESOLUTION NO. 4/%

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE RECONFIGURATION AND REALIGNMENT OF
REGIONAL ELECTION DISTRICTS IN THE TREDYFFRIN/EASTTOWN SCHOOL
DISTRICT

WHEREAS, in September, 2015 the Board of School Directors of the Tredyffrin/Easttown
School District (the “Board”) approved and formed a three-member ad hoc committee known as
the School Board Region Reapportionment Committee (the “Committee”); and

WHEREAS, the Committee was tasked with examining the population of each of the
Tredyffrin/Easttown School District’s (the “District”) currently established voting regions and
developing recommendations to the Board on possible reapportionment of the regions to address
any uneven population numbers between regions; and

WHEREAS, the Committee concluded that due to the apparent population disparity in the
regions, the District’s current regional election plan needs to be revised; and

WHEREAS, the District desires to reconfigure the voting regions to form boundaries such that
the population of each region is as nearly equal as possible; and

WHEREAS, in accordance with the Public School Code of 1949, the District must develop a
redistricting plan that is in accordance with statutory law; and

WHEREAS, the Committee evaluated multiple reapportionment plans, some created internally
by the District, and others submitted by community members, and ultimately narrowed its
consideration to three viable regional options, which have been referred to as Option “B,” Option

“X” and Option “Y”; and

WHEREAS, the Committee reviewed relevant information, including population information
and public comment before concluding the following:

1. A recommendation to change the current District regional voting region boundaries is
necessary to address the apparent population disparity between the currently structured
regions;

2. The current three region structure and three representatives per region election plan, with
the population being as nearly equal as possible in each regional election district, remains
the preferred alignment; and

3. Option “B” would be the plan to recommend to the full nine-member Board as best
satisfying the statutory requirements and other criteria established by the Committee; and

WHEREAS, after a series of public committee meetings and discussion at this meeting, the full
nine-member Board considered the following:



4.

The Committee’s recommendation that change is necessary to address the apparent
population disparity among the currently structured voting regions;

The current population dispersion within the District boundaries,

The Committee’s recommendation that three region structure with three representatives
per region, with the population as nearly equal as possiblc in cach region, remains the
preferred alignment;

The Committee’s recommendation to select Option “B”; and

WHEREAS, Option “B” includes the redistricting of the following Voting Precincts:

Tredyffrin E-1 from Region I to Region III; and

Tredyffrin E-4, W-3, W-4, & M-2 from Region II to Region I,

resulting in a more equitable distribution and representation of District population.

NOW, THEREFORE, the Board of School Directors of the Tredyffrin/Easttown School
District hereby resolves as follows:

1

The Board hereby accepts the recommendations of the Committee:

a. that change is necessary to address the apparent population disparity among the
currently structured voting regions;

b. that a three region structure, with three representatives per region, with the
population as nearly equal as possible in each region, remains the preferred
alignment; and

c. that Option “B”, which includes the redistricting of Voting Precincts:

Tredyffrin E-1 from Region I to Region III; and
Tredyffrin E-4, W-3, W-4, & M-2 from Region II to Region I
is the preferred alignment.

The Board hereby authorizes its Solicitor, Wisler Pearlstine, LLP, to prepare a Petition
that conforms with the requirements of Section 3-303 of the Public School Code of 1949
and to file the Petition with the Court of Common Pleas of Chester County to have
approved a new voting region plan consistent with the recommendation of the Committce
to adopt “Option B” to go into effect for the School Board elections in 2017.

Wisler Pearlstine, LLP will also be authorized to defend against any alternate petitions
that are filed with the Court of Common Pleas of Chester County.



4. Wisler Pearlstine, LLP is further authorized to not only prepare and file the Petition but
also attend any hearing or hearings or defend against any other petitions that may be filed
by any citizens’ group in conjunction with the Committee’s recommendation.

5. The officers of the Board of School Directors of the District, the administrative officers
ol the District and the solicitor of the District are hereby authorized and directed to do

such other things on behalf of the District as may be necessary and appropriate to
implement the intent and purposes of this Resolution

6. This Resolution shall take effect immediately.

DULY ADOPTED by the Board of School Directors of the Tredyffrin/Easttown School
District, in lawful session duly assembled, this 25" day of April, 2016.

ATTEST: TREDYFFRIN/EASTTOWN SCHOOL DISTRICT
Chester County; Penhsylvania

Mr. Afhur J. McDonnell Mr. DougACarlson, President of the
Board Secretary Board of School Directors




VERIFICATION

I, Wendy Towle, hereby state that the facts set forth in the foregoing Petition to Realign
Regional Election Districts in Tredyffrin/Easttown School District are true and correct to the best

of my knowledge or information and belief.

[ understand that this Verification is made subject to the penalties of 18 Pa. C.S.A. § 4904

relating to unsworn falsification to authorities.

Dated: April 25, 2016 o ' 76,(2
Dr. Wendy Toyle
Director of Curriculum, Instruction,
Staff Development and Planning

Tredyffrin/Easttown School District



